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Prayer Room 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


E KNOW a mansion heavenly fair 
Waits for the weary one; 
But, friend, why wait till you are there 
When the day is o’er and done? 


Right now there is a calm retreat 
Bright with the Saviour’s smile, 
Where you may turn and taste the sweet 
Of Heaven, each little while. 


The door is open now, this minute, 
Heaven is within the hour— 

A tiny closet—oh, but in it 
Are peace and power! 


We 
The Grace of Punctuality 


Being on time is not the most impor- 
tant thing in life, but it helps to make 
it go more smoothly. Time is a pre- 
cious commodity, which can be squan- 
dered or spent wisely. Most people 
think they don’t have enough of it, but 
every one of us, as long as we live, has 
exactly the same amount: sixty minutes 
in every hour, twenty-four hours a day, 
seven days a week, fifty-two weeks a 
year. A man’s time can be given vol- 
untarily, it can be bought, and it can 
be taken away from him against his will. 
Some .are habitually on time, others are 
habitually late; no one can be on time 
all the time, and no one needs to be 
always late. If five people have agreed 
to meet at a certain time and place, and 
One is fifteen minutes late, he has used 
up one hour in terms of man power, 
for he has taken away fifteen minutes 


from each of the others against their 
will. If they are wise, they will spend 
that time in reading, or in some other 
useful way, but the latecomer ought not 
to presume on their good will if he can 
possibly help it. He might have the bold- 
ness to think—or to say—that they need to 
learn patience, that they are to be anx- 
ious in nothing—all of which is true, but 
he is not the man to tell them that, What 
he needs to remember, long before the 
appointment, is “rather, that no man put 
a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall 
in his brother’s way” (Rom. 14:13); that 
he has no right to waste others’ time. 
Of course, no one can keep the phone 
or the doorbell from ringing just before 
he leaves home, nor can he prophesy 
what will happen on the way; but it is 
always a good rule to start just a little 
earlier than you think you need to. 
Precious minutes or even quarter hours 
are often filched from others on the plat- 
form, when a chairman or speaker runs 
over his own time. This forces the next 
speaker either to make drastic cuts in 
his own message, or to keep the audience 


until they are too tired to take in what 
he is saying. Someone may say, “But 
we must not limit the Holy Spirit,” and 
that also is perfectly true. There may 
be occasions where the Spirit of God 
clearly prolongs a meeting for His own 
purposes; but He also guides consecrated 
men in the preparation of programs, and 
He can help speakers to say all they 
need to in their allotted time. Time is 
recognized in business and science as a 
very valuable thing, and men go to great 
lengths to keep appointments. This is 
a realm in which a Christian can give 
a good testimony, and show that he is 
just as conscientious as businessmen. We 
are told to redeem the time (Eph. 5:16). 
Every Christian worker can discipline 
himself to be habitually on time, by 
careful management and foresight. It 
relieves other people of much anxiety, 
helps them not to waste time, and thus 
makes life easier for them. It is a mat- 
ter of common honesty ,and Christian 
courtesy, and is in line with the injunc- 
tion to “let all things be done decently 
and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). 
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Two Illustrious Sons of a Christian Home 


An editorial by Alejandro Clifford, Argentina 


ANY of those who have read that 
M most sensitive of autobiographies, 

“Far Away and-Long Ago,” writ- 
ten in what is considered by great critics 
to be the most beautiful English prose 
of our time, must have wondered what 
became of W. H. Hudson’s brothers and 
sister. And to Christians who, while 
enjoying the marvelous descriptions of 
nature, have felt saddened at Hudson’s 
rejection of the Christian faith and ac- 
ceptance of a strange pantheism of his 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not. 
overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee” (Isa, 43:2). 























own devising, it will be of interest to 
know that his younger brother Albert 
became one of the outstanding Christian 
workers of the Argentine in the ’80’s of 
the last century. 

Albert Merriam Hudson was born in 
1844, like his famous brother, on the 
South American pampas, in a house 
“quaintly named ‘The Twenty-five Ombu 
Trees,’ there being just twenty-five of 
these indigenous treés, gigantic in size, 
and standing wide apart in a row about 
four hundred yards long.” His parents 
were Americans, and from the many 
autobiographical details scattered all 
through W. H. Hudson’s books, it is fairly 
easy to reconstruct the happy childhood 
of Albert and the rest of the children 
in the rambling old farmhouse on the 
vast, treeless pampas, with their limitless 
horizons and their rich wild life. 

All the Hudson boys worshiped their 
mother. Albert could never mention 
her, to the end of his days, without a 
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break in his voice and tears in his eyes. 
Typical of the best of the American 
pioneers, Mrs. Hudson, a gentle, cultured 
soul, made a comfortable home for her 
children in the wilds, and brought them 
up in the fear of God. There is an un- 
forgettable portrait of her in “Far Away 
and Long Ago”: “, .. at the close of 
the day I see her sitting out of doors 
watching our sport with a smile, her 
book lying on her lap, and the last rays 
of the setting sun shining on her face.” 
The book on Mrs. Hudson’s lap was the 
Book. She was a bright Christian, and 
her Bible was her constant companion. 
Its stories, its teaching, its words of com- 
fort, in the wonderful English of the 
1611 translation, were repeated morning 
and evening in the old estancia house, 
until they became part of the children’s 
life. William Henry, thanks in a great 
measure to his early familiarity with the 
Scriptures, acquired a style which made 
him, according to John Galsworthy, “a 
very great writer, and to my thinking, 
the most valuable our Age has pos- 
sessed.” In beautifully phrased pages he 
has left us an account of the tragedy 
of his loss of faith. The great nature 
lover’ failed to see the hand of his 
mother’s personal God in His works. As 
one of his biographers has pointed out, 
“he never solved, but: only shelved, the 
religious problem.” 

With the younger brother, things were 
completely different. Brought up under 
the same roof as William Henry, he read 
the same books and listened to the same 
teaching, until a day came in his life 
when he had to make the great decision: 
to reject or accept the claims of Christ 
as Saviour. Life had become unbearable, 
Pilate’s question rang in his ears continu- 
ously. He felt weighed down by the 
burden of his sins. One night, in agony 
of soul, he lay down on his rough camp 
bed, but sleep never came. He felt it 
was a case of now or never, and long 
before daybreak he saddled his horse 
and rode at a gallop across the pampas 
to the city of Buenos Aires, where he 
hoped that the godly Methodist minis- 
ter, Dr. William Goodfellow, would be 
able to help him in his plight. Shortly 
after sunrise, the good doctor was sum- 
moned from his bed with the news that 
“young Albert Hudson from the estancia” 
wished to see him on urgent business. 

The lad, in treat distress, poured out 
his soul to the fatherly minister. Hud- 
son often referred in later life to this 
momentous day with its wrestling with 
God. Toward evening, peace entered 
the young man’s heart, and he was able 
to rejoice in salvation; and that night, 
in the little Methodist prayer and testi- 
mony meeting, Albert stood up, and in 
halting words told how the Lord had 
saved him. Tears of joy were shed, 
prayers of thanksgiving offered, and new 
decisions for consecration made on the 
night of the day in which Albert Hud- 
son accepted Christ. 
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Dr. Goodfellow is one of the many for- 
gotten heroes of the mission field. A 
born leader, he soon had a group of en- 
thusiastic young believers round him. 
Before 1867, all evangelical services in 
Buenos Aires had been held in English, 
but in that year work in Spanish was 
commenced with great vigor. The first 
preacher was the eloquent J. F. Thomson, 
one of Goodfellow’s young men, and the 
most hard-working of the group was Al- 
bert Hudson. Though largely self-edu- 
cated, like his famous brother, he also 
resembled him in his love of books, and 
became very well read. But as he got 
older he began to devote more and more 
time to the study of his mother’s Bible, 
so that in and around Buenos Aires he 
soon became known as “a man of one 
Book.” A simple, direct, and eloquent 
preacher, he always excelled in a con- 
versational Bible reading meeting, where 
he gave out the best of a mind richly 
stored with the Word of God. 

In time, Hudson became professor of 
French and English in the Buenos Aires 
National College, a position which, in 
those days, was surrounded by a good 
deal of pomp and circumstance, but he 
never lost his humility. Every night 
he was to be seen with a group o 
Christian friends, holding street meet- 
ings, giving out tracts, and visiting the 
sick and needy in the slums of the great 
southern city. As a result of this work, 
many were saved, among them some 
colored people who had often been in 
trouble with the police, and who lived 
in a large tenement building in one of 
the principal streets. These simple be- 
lievers, completely changed by faith in 
Christ, at once offered their rooms for 
meetings, and soon crowded Gospel 
services were being held in the large 
patio of the building, 


(Continued on page 150) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Encouragement From 
Two Veteran Teachers 

I am pleased to know about the 
Honor Roll, because I am entitled to 
be entered on it. I have taken the 
Times for considerably more than fifty 
years. Before I was grown I sent the 
paper to my Sunday school teacher 
as a Christmas present for a number 
of years. After I graduated from col- 
lege in 1897 and began working in 
the Sunday schoo] as an officer and 
pretty soon as a-teacher, I began tak- 
ing the Trmes and have been doing so 
ever since. 

I should be very glad if you will 
have my name entered on your Honor 
Roll. I shall count it really as an 
honor to appear with 142 or more other 
persons who are such long-time sub- 
scribers to your great paper. I think 


it would be interesting if some time 
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you would publish your Roll of these 

old-timers. 

I have been teaching the same Sun- 
day school class of men ever since 
September 27, 1900, when we organized 
our Baraca Class, which Mr. Hudson 
said was the first Baraca Class organ- 
ized outside of the State of New York. 
When he began issuing charters for the 
classés, he assigned charter number 
one to his class and aSsigned charter 
number two to our class. It is signed 
by him and framed and hangs on the 
wall of our classroom at the Tabernacle 

Baptist Church in Raleigh. I was for 

a good many years the first vice-presi- 

dent of the world-wide Baraca-Phila- 

thea Union. Our class promoted the 
organization of many classes. 

* Tremember Mr. H. Clay Trumbull, an 
early Editor of the Tres, and his son, 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, whom I 
knew’ personally. 

I have through the years caused a 
good many people to subscribe for the 
Times, which I regard as a really great 
paper and the best all-around help 
for Sunday school workers, 

I shall ask my secretary to enclose 
with the letter a copy of a little book- 
let entitled “Christians Do Not Die,” 
which is self-explanatory, and which 
I trust you will approve.—R. N. Simms, 

Sr., 1212 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, 

N.C. 


The Editor was glad to have this en- 
coyraging testimony from a teacher who 
has a long record of faithfulness to his 
class and to his Lord. The booklet he 
sends is a very good presentation of the 
resurrection of the body, a message 
preached one Sunday morning in Raleigh 
and broadcast over the radio. Pictures 
in it of the class, officers, and teachers 
show the teacher as a very well-pre- 
served man for one of his age. 


Another reader sent a newspaper clip- 
ping and picture reporting an anniversary 
dinner given in honor of Miss Erma Hicks 
of Louisville, Ky., who has also taught a 
class for fifty years and has read THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes during that time. 
The newspaper: reported her as saying: 
“It is a joy unspeakable to teach. the 
living Word of God. If you say that, 
it will give credit to God, not to me. I 
don’t deserve it.” Here, as in the case 
of Mr. Simms, the picture shows a bright 
and smiling face, which indicates that 
Miss Hicks is still strong and vigorous 
and happy in the. Lord. The following 
are portions of a letter from Miss Hicks 
to her sister in reply to an inquiry: 

I am not real sure of the exact time 
that I began reading Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot TrMeEs as it was lent me... 
for some months before I subscribed 
to it. I subscribed for it I think in 
1905. I began teaching in 1903, and 
Miss Annie B. had found it invaluable 
and let me use hers and advised me 
as a young teacher to subscribe to it. 
I did this, and for many, many years 
was a club organizer and gave the 

, which was given me for getting 
the club of 10 or 12, to someone who 
(Continued on page 161) 
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I. The Historical. Background of Seventh-Day Adventism 


Tracing it back to prophecies that Christ 
would come on October 22, 1844 


NE of the identifying marks of a 

Seventh-Day Adventist—that is, of 

a representative member of that 
religious group—is the extremely high 
regard in which he holds his “church.” 
Often, and always in glowing terms, he 
quotes “official” statements concerning 
his sect’s presumed importance; and, in 
his frequent spirited discussions of the 
subject, habitually makes extravagant 
claims such as these: 

“The Seventh-Day Adventist move- 
ment represents the world’s greatest 
effort to carry the name of Christ to 
all the world in one generation!”—“This 
is the greatest and most important re- 
ligious movement the world has ever 
seen!” 

The typical Seventh-Day Adventist is 
also exultant whenever the attention of 
the public is favorably drawn toward 
his group’s so-called “distinctive truths”; 
or, more accurately, toward certain of 


' its so-called “distinctive truths.” For 


reasons regarded by leaders of the sect 
to be vital, other so-called “precious 
light” is held in reserve. And, likewise, 
there are instances when the typical 
Seventh-Day Adventist, if he chances to 
be one of the “leading brethren,” 
shrewdly decides to avoid the use of 
sect-identifying media of any Sort. 


Cleverly Devised Propaganda 

During the early months of 1953, in- 
teresting publicity highly complimentary 
to the Adventist movement appeared in 
three of America’s most popular news- 
picture magazines. Each of these peri- 
odicals is read by millions. In one of 
them (Look, March 10), there was in- 
cluded a three-page article under the 
title, “What Is a Seventh-Day Advent- 
ist?” This attractively presented piece, 
which in the form of a revamped, single- 
sheet reprint, has been very widely cir- 
culated by the sect, was written by one of 
the movement’s most competent editors, 
and, quite naturally, it is permeated with 
cleverly devised propaganda. 

Obviously, the chief purpose of this 
article was to further the interests of 
Seventh-Day Adventism. By means of 
the studied omission of some of the sect’s 
supposed most important “truths” (de- 
creed by “the committee” to be inappro- 
priate for unrestricted public presenta- 
tion, of course), it was manifestly 
designed to enlist the unsuspecting per- 
usal of multitudes of uninformed and 
credulous persons, and, eventually, to 
make as many proselytes as possible, 

While here in the flesh, the gracious 
Son of God, having in prophetic view 
the many false religious teachers of the 
end times, warned, “Take heed that no 


For some years Mr. Jones was a 
Seventh-Day Adventist, but he left 
the movement When he fully under- 
stood the Gospel of the grace of God 
and the clear teachings of Scripture. 
This is the first of four articles, 
briefly reviewing the history and 
some of the teachings of the Seventh- 
Day Adventists. Mr. Jones is now 
the director of “Guardians of the 
Faith,” which distributes Scriptur- 
ally sound literature exposing the 
wrong teachings and propaganda 
methods of Seventh-Day Adventism. 
He has written three booklets: “Free 
Indeed,” “Why You Should Not Be 
a Seventh-Day Adventist,” and “The 
Answer and the Reasons,” which may 
be obtained for $1.50 a set from the 
Rev. E. B. Jones, P. O. Box B, Traffic 
Station, Minneapolis 3. Mr. Jones is 
available for speaking engagements 
in the summer and autumn of this 
year in the Midwestern and Eastern 
° United States. ‘ 








man deceive you” (Matt. 24:4). Then, 
on another occasion, the Lord Jesus ear- 
nestly cautioned, “Beware of false 
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing. . . . Ye shall know them by 
their fruits” (7:15, 16). 

It is our Lord’s will that believers 
shall become familiar with the back- 
ground, activities, and beliefs of those 
who claim to have been raised up of 
God in these last days as His specially 
chosen servants. “By their fruits,” our 
Lord pointed out, “ye shall know them.” 
In other words, by the things these 
teachers of error do, and, of course, by 
the things they teach, believers are to 
“know [not merely to be suspicious of] 
them:” 

How essential it is, then, for the chil- 
dren of God to give careful heed to the 
Saviour’s counsel! How important that, 
through accurate and sufficient informa- 
tion, they be kept from spiritual decep- 
tion and enslavement. How great is the 
need for this throughout the Church to- 
day! 

That those lovers of truth who shall 
thoughtfully and prayerfully read the 
contents of this group of studies may, 
by .the Spirit of God, be led to really 
know what is the answer to the often- 
asked question herein to be considered, 
is the aim, hope, and sincere prayer of 
the author. 

Just what is a Seventh-Day Adventist? 

In the history of the religious move- 
ment known as Seventh-Day Adventism 


_ there is to be found a positive answer. 


And it is Seripturally required—indeed, 





_ By E. B, JONES 


it is most essential—that an investigation 
should be made into the recorded back. 
ground of this professedly Christian 
group. 

In 1 John 4:1, for example, the Spirit- 
moved writer counsels believers in these 
earnest words: “Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try [prove the actual 
nature of) the spirits whether they are 
of God: because many false prophets 
{counterfeit seers, also deceitful teach- 
ers of unscriptural doctrines] are gone 
out into the world.” And in a similar 
vein, another inspired writer also ex- 
horts: “Despise not prophesyings. Prove 
[put to a thorough test] all things [in 
connection with prophesyings]; hold fast 
that which is good [or, accept only that 
which is in agreement with the Word 
of Truth]” (1 Thess. 5:20, 21). 

From these instructive passages it is 
readily seen to be both required of, and 
essential to believers, that they scrutinize 
the historical records and claims of re- 
ligious leaders and their respective fol- 
lowings. Especially should the back- 
ground and character of those leaders 
and groups be carefully looked into who 
lay claim to recognition as being genu- 
inely Christian, but whose claims are for 
any reason held in question (as is true 
in the case of the Seventh-Day Advent- 
ists). Moreover, by following this Scrip- 
tural method, believers will be enabled 
to discern the religious beliefs and teach- 
ings of a representative member of any 
avowedly Christian body. 


Adventism’s Beginnings 

So let us see if we can find, in 
authentic accounts of Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism’s rise, a factual answer to the 
question before us. First, let us review 
facts regarding the principal] founders 
of the Adventist movement. Second, let 
us notice a few of the many strange 
incidents which marked the group’s be- 
ginnings. And, third, let us ponder some 
of its primitive beliefs. These initial 
tenets, coupled with other aspects of the 
movement’s early history to be ex- 
amined, will quite distinctly be seen to 
affect the religious viewpoint, and thus 
to distinguish the religious character of 
a representative present-day adherent.! 

There were two individuals whose 
combined, religiously overwrought im- 
aginations were primarily responsible 
(in a human sense) for the founding of 





1 Historical data included in this study has 
been derived from such dependable and read- 
ily aceessible sources as the following: “‘The 
Theory of William Miller Utterly Exploded” 
(Skinner); “‘Days of Delusion” (Sears); “Life 
of Mrs. E. G. White” (Canright); “Seventh- 
Day Adventism Renounced” (Canright). 


(Continued on page 150) 
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Browsing Through the Bookshop 


Recent offerings i in Bible study and exposition, Christian biography, devotional helps, 
missionary experiences, fiction, and juveniles 


Middle Wall. By Betty Webster. 
. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3) Kathy Rem- 
ington, who had sought escape from 
the boredom and wretchedness of her 
home life by an early marriage, is left 
a widow with a small son. The experi- 
ence lands her in the hospital, where 
she is brought to realize the claims of 
Christ by a faithful minister. She re- 
turns to her father’s ranch, full of 
bright dreams of helping her family, 
only to find signs of poverty and degen- 
eration everywhere. Her two brothers 
and her father have taken to drink, 
and her mother has sunk into a kind 
of stoical hopelessness. The one bright 
spot in her life is the love which 
soon develops between Kathy and Peter 
Sutton, a young neighbor, who looks 
with tolerant amusement at her efforts 
to bring her family to a knowledge of 
Christ. 

Through a series of heartbreaking ex- 
periences, one after another of the fam- 
ily comes to recognize that Clkerist is 
the only one who can help them. 

Standing by Kathy through it all is 
the young minister, Neil Thompson, 
whose selfiess love for Kathy is noticed 
at once by Peter, who becomes insanely 
jealous. Wounded pride blinds him to 
the proofs of Christianity, which he had 
been claiming he wanted to see and 
which were so evident in the changed 
lives of Kathy’s family. 

Between the lovers stood the unscal- 
able wall which ever exists where the 
light of the Gospel and the darkness of 
unbelief are found. 

The author has woven a fine story 
around a few characters and their every- 
day lives. The colorful descriptions of 
the beauties of Arizona are penned from 
her own observations of that country, 
where she has lived for many years. Her 
characters are very human—especially 
her heroine, a warm-hearted but self- 
centered girl, whose spiritual struggles 
finally end in real victory when she re- 
alizes that the only way of peace for a 
Christian is to let God have His way. 

This first novel by Betty Webster will 
be enjoyed by old and young, and readers 
will watch for her next book with real 
anticipation. \ 


Peace With God. By Billy Graham. 
(Doubleday & Co., Inc., Garden City, 


N. Y., $2.50.) Marked by Dr. Graham’s 
vigorous, arresting style, eighteen ser- 
mons point to the Bible as the answer 
to our problems, show the way of sal- 
vation, and give practical instruction in 
how to live the Christian life. They are 
in three parts, dealing with “The Prob- 


lem,” “The Solution,” and “The Results.” 

Dr. Graham describes the universal 
longing for peace, and points to Christ 
as the only one who can give it. He dis- 
cusses the conflict between God and 
righteousness and sin and the Devil, and 
shows that the Bible alone can tell us 
what comes after death. “In the cross 
of Christ I see three things,” writes, Dr. 
Graham, “a description of the depth of 
man’s sin . . . the overwhelming love 
of God . .. the only way of salvation.” 
The substitutionary atonement of Christ, 
the unique, virgin-born Son of God, is 
shown to be the ground of our salva- 
tion, and repentance and faith in Him 
are the way to the new birth, which all 
men must have to be saved. The message 
on “How To Be Sure” shows how one 
can know that he is saved. “Let me 
give you these three words that will 
point the way, for you, out of uncer- 
tainty to a confident Christian life,” says 
Dr, Graham. “These three words are 
fact, faith, and feeling. They come in 
this order and the order is essential.” 

In Part Three Dr. Graham warns of 
the “Enemies of the Christian”; and in 
Chapter Fourteen gives ten absolutely 
vital “Rules of the Christian Life.” The 
final messages have to do with the Chris- 
tian and the Church, his social obliga- 
tions, and “The Future of the Christian.” 

Dr. Graham quotes from historians, 
scientists, and writers to show that men 
everywhere are alarmed by present-day 
conditions; and at the same time urges 
the reader first to find peace with God 
through faith in Christ, and then to ac- 
cept the peace of God which is promised 
to all who will trust Him. 


Blessed Be Egypt My People. By H. E. 
Philips. (Judson Press; order from the 
United Presbyterian Book Store, 209 
Ninth St., Pittsburgh 22; $2.) Out of the 
hard soil of Mohammedanism came the 
six converts whose inspiring life stories 
are told by Dr. Philips, a missionary of 
long experience in Egypt. The first was 
Mikhael Mansour, of the caliber of Nico- 
demus, knowing the Koran by heart and 
thoroughly versed in Mohammedan liter- 
ature. But after thoughtfully reading 
the New Testament, and comparing 
Christianity and Mohammedanism, he 
opened his heart to Christ and was born 
again. He became a brave, scholarly 
witness. Once when his brother Kamel 
led a mob into the hall where he was 
speaking, Mikhael] kept calm, raised his 
hand for silence, and said: “If anyone 
here wishes to kill me, let him kill me. 
I am not greater than the One who died 
forme.” At once the crowd became calm, 
and police officers appeared and cleared 


the hall. This was one step that led 
to the conversion of Kamel, who though 
not such a scholar as his brother, be- 
came a preacher of the Gospel and soul- 
wiriner. 

Yusef Butros was a young Mohamme- 
dan who married an uninstructed but 
humble Christian girl. When he learned 
the truth, he beat her frequently for 
about three months. But her patient 
submission to her husband and Christlike 
character broke his heart and he, too, 
became a Christian. 

In each story there are thrilling inci- 
dents showing how God worked in the 
lives of these people, many interesting 
details of the teachings and customs of 
Mohammedanism, and illustrations of 
how to witness to them. There are two 
useful sections in the Appendix: A Mo- 
hammedan catechism, and thirty-eight 
questions to be used in reviewing this 
book. 

Dr. Philips’ stories are told with 
warmth, enthusiasm, and vivid details 
which make them interesting, instruc- 
tive, and challenging to every Christian. 
No believer can read them without want- 
ing to be a better witness for Christ. 


Day by Day. By Vance Havner, (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.) 
Those who are familiar with Vance Hav- 
ner’s restful, heart-warming style will 
welcome this collection of short medita- 
tions for every day in the year. Each 
one centers around a verse of Scripture. 
The comments are not exegetical, pur- 
porting to explain all that the text means 
or clear up all difficulties; but they are 
devotional, bringing out something for 
the heart. 

Mr. Havner is a good writer. He 
chooses his words carefully, and his style 
is simple, clear, and captivating. It gives 
the impression that he has taken time 
to think through what he writes, and to 
fashion the best phrases to express his 
thought. He loves the country, and his 
writing brings to the mind that sense of 
peace and refreshment which one gets 
when he stands on an old wooden bridge 
and watches a clear stream flowing be- 
neath it, or as he looks down a sunlit 
path in the woods, or out over forest 
and lake from a mountain top. 

But besides comfort, there is convic- 
tion here, too, with many penetrating 
lessons. 

Mr. Havner has a striking way of put- 
ting things. Hgre are some of his epi- 
grammatic sentences: “If we are beset 
by an unseen foe, we are also befriended 
by an Unseen Friend” (p. 80). “We are 
not to wear out or to rust out, but to 
live out, and God has as much to say 
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j Lesson for March 7 


about being still as about being busy” 
(p. 94). “Do not so contemplate eter- 
nity that you waste today” (p. 6). 
“A few Christians desperately .in love 
with Christ mean more than a host 
of indifferent church members whose 
Christianity has become just another ‘big 
business’ of committees and budgets and 
programs” (p. 17). “Long is the list of 
saints through the ages who have turned 
minus to plus by the grace of God” (p. 
148). 

Here is a little companion, true to the 
Scriptures, that can be carried in the 
pocket on a journey, or kept in the liv- 
ing room for family prayers, or by the 
bedside for times of wakefulness or ill- 
ness. Wherever one opens it he will find 
something to stimulate the mind and lift 
the heart, and turn his eyes toward “the 
author and finisher of our faith.” 


Eberhardt’s Bible Thesaurus. Compiled 
by Ernest G. Eberhardt. (Exposition 
Press, 386 Fourth Ave., New York 16; 
$5.) Would you like to find quickly 
what the Bible says on such topics as 
affliction, angels, Christians, creation, joy, 
man, marriage, the Sabbath, trust, the 
Word of God? It is easy to do, in this 
715-page compilation of Bible verses, on 
more than one hundred essential topics 
which are alphabetically arranged. The 
“Table of Topics,” with page numbers, 
makes it easy to find the passages on 
any subject. Unfortunately, the page 
headings are in small italics at the bind- 
ing edge of the page, and are not readily 
seen when one is leafing through the 
book. 

The well-written summaries of several 
topics are a valuable addition to the col- 
Jection of Bible passages. These are 
found, for instance, on affliction, atone- 


ment, brotherhood, Christians, the 
Church, Israel, the Sabbath and the 
Lord’s Day, repentance, and other 


words. or doctrines on which there may 
be some confusion among professing 
Christians. The clear and thoroughly 
sound explanations are in accord with 
the interpretations generally accepted 
among Fundamentalists and premillen- 
nialists. 

Mr. Eberhardt died last August in his 
eighty-ninth year. Though he had been 
a professional chemist, with one firm 
for sixty-two years, he devoted much 
time throughout his life to Bible study 
and was a church and Sunday school 
worker. He was a Sunday school super- 
intendent for seven years, and for thirty- 
two years he taught a men’s Bible class. 
His six children consider this volume 
“a memorial to a godly father and a 
continuance of his Christian testimony 
and influence.” The Foreword was writ- 
ten by his son Herbert E. Eberhardt, 
superintendent of the Central Union 
Mission, Washington, D. C. 

The “Thesaurus” will be a valuable aid 
to ministers, Sunday school teachers, and 
Christian laymen, and may well be used 
for personal devotions, family worship, 
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and Bible classes. There is a real bless- 
ing in just reading through, quietly, the 
Bible passages on one subject, particu- 
larly in such matters as affliction, faith, 
Heaven, light, children, family life, and 
thanksgiving. , 


Stories To Grow By. Selected and 
edited by J. Edward Lantz. (Association 
Press, New York 7; $2.95.) To all who 
enjoy good stories, this collection. will 
be a treasured volume. They are the 
best, selected from several hundred. by 
different writers and from many maga- 
zines. They are not only good and in- 
teresting, but also give one “a lift.” They 
grip and entertain, yet each has a dis- 
tinction of its own and carries in most 
palatable form a deep and precious les- 
son. They have to do with the difficul- 
ties and problems of the teen-ager, 
young married couples, and families, and 
neighbors. In certain situations, subtle 
dangers are pointed out, while in others 
some of the noblest qualities of the hu- 
man heart are demonstrated. 


Picture Stories of Signal Mountain. 
By Mildred Rothermel. (May be had 
from the author, 1615 Union Ave., Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., $1.50.) In a personal let- 
ter to the Trmes Editors, Miss Rothermel 
expresses a heart burden over the lack 
of truly Christian reading for young chil- 
dren today. It is to help remedy this 
lack that she has used her own mountain 
mission as the theme for what might be 
called a child’s missionary reader. Each 
of the sixty-four pages is topped by a 
photograph and a short, simple descrip- 
tion. Having drawn from these a Scrip- 
ture lesson, the author then finishes with 
an appropriate Bible text. For example, 
a snow scene leads to the Psalmist’s 
“Wash me” prayer; game players in ac- 
tion recall the “Be ye.kind” verse, while 
a panorama from the mission look-out, 
showing the half-hidden Tennessee 
River, reminds teacher and pupil that 
to God nothing is ever hidden or secret 
(Prov. 15:3). The book’s make-up is 
excellent, both in quality and print. It 
will be a desirable addition to the Sun- 
day school library. And Christian lead- 
ers of children will hope that Miss Roth- 
ermel is able to carry out her purpose 
to write a series of Bible readers for 
Primary: and Junior ages. 


Adventures in Faith, By M. R. De 
Haan, M.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $2.50.) The life 
of Abraham is the basis of these twenty- 
six studies which were first presented 
to the public as weekly radio messages 
over the Mutual network. Because of its 
subject, this volume is both a treatise on 
the aspects of faith-life and a commen- 
tary on much of the Book of Genesis, 
where, of course, Abraham’s life is re- 
corded. Not only are the more obvious 
lessons treated, but the typical signifi- 
cance of the experiences of the patri- 
arch are indicated as well. Beginning 
with Abraham leaving Ur of the Chal- 
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dees and ending with Abraham sending 
Eliezer his servant to seek a bride for 
Isaac, Dr. De Haan sets forth things old 
and new, doctrinal and experiential, 
historical and prophetical. This is a 
practical book, full of heavenly things 
explained in a simple, straightforward 
manner for the purpose of helping men 
to fill their earthly pilgrimages with 
spiritual conquests. 


Watchmen on the Walls; and, Way- 
farer in the Land; and, The Hearing 
Heart. By Hannah R, Hurnard. (May be 
ordered from the author, care of World- 
wide Evangelization Crusade, Box A, 
Fort Washington, Pa., paper, 80 cents 
each.) When the new State of Israel 
was proclaimed in May, 1948, there fol- 
lowed an Arab-Jewish War highlighted 
by a siege of Jerusalem. Twelve Prot- 
estant missionaries remained in the Jew- 
ish area of the besieged city. Miss Hur- 
nard was one of this privileged and 
courageous group. “Watchmen on the 
Walls” is a thrilling account of her ex- 
periences in the land in the presence 
of bombs and bullets. It is a-remark- 
able record of the Lord’s providential 
watch-care over a faithful servant in the 
midst of dangerous warfare. 

Miss Hurnard’s missionary work in 
Palestine has been, for the most part, 
one of going up and down in the land 
visiting hitherto unreached areas. Her 
procedure is a simple but effective one 
—house to house visitation, knocking on 
every door, offering the Word of God 
to all who can read, speaking to the 
people’ about the Saviour. “Wayfarer 
in the Land” is the story of this slow, 
plodding, wearying work, faith-testing, 
often discouraging, yet joy-filled, and 
eventually bearing fruit. Much waiting 
on the Lord for wisdom and guidance 
in the work of witnessing to Israel, and 
a willingness to obey His leading, often 
against the dictates of common sense, are 
in evidence throughout as the secret to 
a satisfyingly fruitful Christian expe- 
rience. 

“The Hearing Heart” is the story of 
the transformation of a shy, stammering, 
scared soul into a confident, consecrated, 
courageous Christian. Miss Hurnard 
gives her testimony, in all humility, with 
the desire to glorify her Lord and to 
be of help to others who need rescue 
from fearfulness to faith, from timid 
trembling to triumphant trusting. Her 
conversion, her call, her convictions are 
all written down in a capable, clear, 
challenging manner. 

It is this reviewer’s opinion that any 
one of these books is worth the price of 
all three. They are an excellent source 
of enlightenment and encouragement 
with reference to such vital subjects as 
missionary methods, God’s people Israel, 
personal spiritual development and vic- 
tory, the importance of Bible reading 
and prayer, and the learning of God’s 
will for one’s life day by day. 
(Continued on page 161) 
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(Continued from page 147) 


this system. Its originator was one Wil- 
liam Miller, a sincere man, yet one who 
had very limited schooling. In 1816, 
when thirty-four years of age, Miller 
claimed conversion. Later he was 
licensed to preach by the Baptists, with 
which denomination he had previously 
become affiliated, but he was never or- 
dained. In 1818, at the close of only two 
years’ unaided study of the Bible, he 
announced ‘his conviction that Christ 
would return to the earth twenty-five 
years later, or in the month of March, 
1843. Subsequently, because of the in- 
evitable failure of his first prediction, 
the time of the Lord’s second advent 
was conveniently moved forward to the 
autumn’ of 1844, or to the specific date 
of October 22, 1844. 

For a quarter of a century, this bogus 
prophet proclaimed his Bible-contradict- 
ing message throughout the northeastern 
section of the United States, and about 
fifty thousand people, the greater num- 
ber ignorant of Scriptural truth, became 
his disciples. But when Miller’s second 
prediction failed of fulfillment, most of 
his deluded followers deserted him, leav- 
ing only a few scattered groups, mem- 
bers of which were unwilling to eoncede 
that their once-revered leader’s inter- 
pretation of prophecy was entirely er- 
roneous. Among these. unreasonably 
determined victims of deception was a 
small faction which later developed into 
the body now known as Seventh-Day 
Adventists. 

At this juncture Miller, disillusioned 
and discouraged, faded from the scene, 


and among the handful of unlearned, ° 


over-zealous individuals who eventually 
were responsible for the formation of 
the Adventist movement in its second, or 
present, phase, two of his former dupes, 
Elder James White and his youthful wife 
(the latter known throughout her sub- 
sequent, long-extended false prophesying 
career as Mrs. E. G. White, also as Ellen 
Gould White), came into prominence as 
joint leaders of the party. 

When a child, Mrs. White (nee Ellen 
Gould Harmon), was a frequent attend- 
ant at Miller’s sensational prophetic lec- 
tures, and it was while under the in- 
fluence of the extreme emotional tension 
which invariably characterized those 
meetings, that, at the age of thirteen, 
she professed to have been converted. 
Four years previously, the girl had been 
gravely injured when a_ schoolmate 
hurled a stone which struck her on the 
forehead. For a period of three weeks, 
Ellen was not expected to live, and when 
at last she began to recover (never again 
did she attend school), it was found that 
her nervous system had been seriously 
impaired. The result was that, until the 
time of her death, many years later, Mrs. 
White almost constantly suffered from 
a state of feeble health, and her greatly 
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weakened condition of both body and 
mind conspicuously affected her sup- 
posed supernatural] functions as a self- 
named “chosen messenger of the Lord,” 
or prophetess. 

Concisely, this is the testimony of at- 
tested history regarding the principal 
founders of Seventh-Day Adventism. 
The system was built upon the false the- 
ories of an unedutated, self-appointed 
interpreter of Bible prophecy in con- 
junction with the vagaries of an almost 
totally unschooled, mentally afflicted 
girl whose resultant pseudo “revelations” 
and Scripture-perverting “messages” 
were accepted as genuine by her gullible 
associates, , 

Upon such a foundation—upon mere 
shifting “sand”—was_ this _ religious 
“house” in its beginnings erected. And 
just there it continues to rest, still seem- 
ingly stable and secure—to the unin- 
formed, the undiscerning. But— 

“Except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it” (Psa. 127:1). 


(To be continued) 
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Two Illustrious Sons 
(Continued from second page) 


Albert Hudson never seemed to be idle. 
As a preacher, schoolmaster, Sunday 
school teacher and superintendent, prin- 
cipal of an evangelical day school, and 
member of various committees, he did 
good work and was beloved and re- 
spected by all. For a time he edited 
El Estandarte Evangélico (“The Evangeli- 
cal Standard”), and during his editorship 
the periodical had, only one court of 
appeal: “What saith the Scripture?” 
Modernism was beginning to appear in 
Buenos Aires Protestant circles, and or- 
thodoxy found its great champion in’ the 
scholarly, Bible-loving Hudson. 

Though he never attained anything 
like the greatness of his celebrated 
brother as a writer, Albert resembled 
him in the clearness, vividness, and 
directness of his style. Perhaps the most 
precious legacy he left to South Ameri- 
can Christians is a small but choice col- 
lection of hymns, some of which are in- 
cluded in most Spanish hymnbooks and 
are sung all over Latin America. They 
are simple, Scriptural poems stressing 
the great Bible truths, and very specially 
“redemption through His blood.” 

Albert Hudson burned himself out in 
the service of God, and went to be with 
Him, a comparatively young man, in 
1895. 

In the essay called “Selborne” written 
at the end of “Birds and Man,” W. H. 
Hudson says: “... whether we know it 
or not [we] are seeking after something 
beyond and above knowledge. The wil- 
derness in which we sojourn is not our 
home. ...” The great writer and natu- 
ralist felt that he had never found the 
answer. to life’s problems. His brother 












Albert, from the moment he accepted the 
simple Christian faith his mother had 
taught him, found the peace and happi- 
ness all souls are seeking after, and spent 
the rest of his life in the service of God 
and of his fellow men. 


Visiting the Grand Canyon 


on the Way to Alaska 


HE Christian Fellowship Tour of 

1954 will include the beautiful Utah 
Parks and the North Rim of the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado. Accommoda- 
tions in the luxurious Zion Lodge, Grand 
Canyon Lodge, Bryce Canyon Lodge, 
and Cedar Breaks Lodge have been re- 
Served. 

The rich coloring and _ spectacular 
erosion in the Utah Parks area have 
created landscapes of dramatic beauty. 
The fourteen-mile-long chasm in Zion 
National Park is one of the great sights 
of America; and the formation called 
“The Great White Throne,” which rises 
2,500 feet above the valley, is vivid with 
color. 

The members of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour will travel by comfortable 
sight-seeing buses to vantage points, 7,500 
feet and more above sea level, from 
which they will have unforgettable 
views of the magnificent Grand Canyon 
of the Colorado. From the North Rim 
stupendous and glorious vistas unfold 
before one’s eyes, and the Canyon drops 
to depths of more than a mile. 

Bryce Canyon National Park is unique 
in the richness and splendor of its color- 
ful scenery. It is a great amphitheater, 
shaped like a horseshoe, and sculptured 
by nature into fantastic formations. 


Fifty miles west of Bryce is the Cedar ~ 


Breaks National. Monument, comprising 
a series of vast chasms cut into a high 
plateau. Cedar Breaks Lodge, at an ele- 
vation of 10,400 feet, is a place of mild 
and lofty beauty. 

Included in the Utah Parks tour is 
Kaibab National Forest, where large 
herds of deer are familiar sights. 

Christian Fellowship vacation parties 
always make good use of travel] time, 
stopping for rest and sight-seeing on 
transcontinental journeys, and the Utah 
Parks are only a few of the features in 
the 1954 itinerary. Alaska, of course, is 
the main destination, the cruise on the 
fully reserved ship, the S.S. Chilcotin, 
offering the most attractive summer trip 
in America. The steamer follows the 
quiet waters of the Inside Passage, where 
evergreen forests come down to the 
water’s edge and snow-capped peaks are 
often in sight. 

Readers of THE SunpDAY ScHooL TIMES 
are invited to write for the 1954 illus- 
trated cruise folder, addressing their re- 
quests to the Editor, Philip E. Howard, 
Jr., who will lead the party. The Tour 
leaves Chicago on July 2nd and returns 
to that city on July 28. 


February 20, 1954. 
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“What 7s Next 
on God's Program for Thiet World? — 
A valuable series of studies in the Book of Revelation 


HILE it is clear to many Bible students that the true Church, made up of all who are trusting in the finished 
work of Christ on the cross for sin, will not have to enter the terrible time of the Great Tribulation, but will 
be caught out to be with her Lord before these days break, nevertheless it behooves all believers to be in- 

formed as to what the Scriptures have to say about this time and the glorious events that will follow. In fact, the 
great New Testament book of Prophecy, the Book of Revelation, which describes these events, is the only’book in the 
Bible that mentions a special blessing for those who read, and hear, and keep the “words of this prophecy” (Rev. 1:3). 






























A close student of the Word, Mr. Edgar Ainslie, has prepared a series of studies in Revelation around the theme: 


The Dawn of the Searlet Age 


Me | will appear in at least twenty-four issues of The Sunday School Times during 1954, beginning early 
in March. 


Mr. Ainslie, a former member of the staff of Purdue University, who taught physical metallurgy to engineering 
students, has presented these studies in Revelation in lectures across the country in the assemblies of many of those 
known as the Plymouth Brethren. The titles of some of the articles as they will appear in the Times will suggest 
their thought-provoking and valuable contents. Some of them are: 


How To Study the Book of Revelation 
The Scarlet Priest of the Patmos Isle 
Scarlet Clouds Versus Glory Clouds, or The Door Opened in Heaven 
The Scarlet Horseman, or What Will Happen on Earth When the Lamb Breaks the Seals? 
The Scarlet Martyrs, or Is There an Intermediate State Between Death and the Resurrection? 
The Scarlet Demons, or Can We Communicate with Departed Loved Ones? 
The Scarlet Empire, or Will the Roman Empire Be Revived? 
The Scarlet Antichrist, His Mysterious Mark — Can We Know What It Is? 
The Scarlet Warrior, or Our Lord Returning from Armageddon 
The Scarlet Judgment, or The Impenitent Dead at the Bar of God 


Mr. Ainslie carefully avoids the sensational, date-setting, and mere speculation. He sticks closely to the Word, 
and, as the above titles suggest, his studies have many lessons and warnings for the present. 


Perhaps this series is just what you have been looking for for that adult Sunday school class, or for a week-night 
Bible class. Certainly you will not want to miss a single article for your own personal Bible study. Or you may 
have friends and relatives to whom this series may open up a whole new conception of Bible truth. Will you tell 
them about the series, or, better still, send them a year’s subscription to the Times? 

You can send as many 52-week subscriptions to the Times as you wish for $3 
each. Five or more annual subscriptions may be sent to individual addresses at 
the club rate of $2.50 each. 

For Canada, add 25 cents each for postage; foreign countries, add $1 each 
for postage. 

(Club secretaries are reminded that new members may be added to their clubs at any 


time during the club year. Additions will be renewable on the club renewal date and will be 
charged proportionately. Club rate cards will be sent club secretaries on request.) 


Remember, this unusual series will begin early in March, so you will want 
to mail the attached coupon promptly, and avoid missing a single installment. 















| 
The Sunday School Times Company | 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. | 

: 


Gentlemen: , 
Enclosed is $ CS EY subscriptions to The Sunday School 

Times to be sent to the names and addresses on the attached sheet. 

Please begin these subscriptions with the Revelation Series. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. MARCH 7. THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 
John 11:1-54; printed text, 32-46 
Golden Text.—I! am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were ox yet shall he live: and whosoever 


liveth and believeth in me shall never die.— 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 11:32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, 
and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, 
Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 
also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, 
and was troubled, 

34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto 
him, Lord, come and see. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 

37 And some of them’ said, Could not this man, which 
opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this 


ohn 11:25 


40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 

41 Then they took away the stone from the place where 
the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because 
of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me. 

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth. _ 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 
with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 


man should not have died? 


38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. 
of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 
stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. - 
Approach to the Lesson 


‘ Te: week’s lesson brings us to one 
of the mightiest. miracles of our 
Lord’s earthly ministry. The Gos- 

pels tell of three whom Jesus raised 

from the dead: the daughter of Jairus, 

a child of twelve, and newly dead (Mark 

5:41); the son of the widow of Nain, 

apparently a young man, and on the way 

to the burial (Luke 7:14); and Lazarus, 
an adult, four days after death, the sub- 
ject of our lesson. 

Characteristically, John here tells us 
an incident not related by the other 
evangelists. Still in the true character 
of his Gospel, he relates the event to 
the general development of the contro- 
versy which was brought to its climax 
in the crucifixion of the Lord. In addi- 
tion, John. gives the teaching connected 
with the miracle, which is another fea- 
ture of his writing. So the -writer is 
true to form in this great eleventh 
. chapter. 

As we approach this lesson, let us not 
think only in terms of the mighty power 
of our Lord, even over death, but let 
us look at Him as unveiled in the pres- 
ence of human sorrow. Notice how He 
received the news of Lazarus’s illness 
(vs. 3-6), how He faced the dangers of 
a return to Judea (vs. 7-10), how he 
instructed and enlightened Martha’s 
faith (vs. 21-27), how He reacted to the 
sight of human grief (vs. 32-35), and 
how He took complete command of the 
situation (vs. 38-44). These are remark- 


. 


45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had 


seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 


Martha, the sister 


< % & % 


able lights on our Lord’s character, and 
of His dealings with His people. In 
addition, we see something of His own 
self-consciousness. With what assurance 
He walked! How certain He was of His 
own unique place in the economy of God! 
How utterly sure of the Father’s response 
to His every petition! An excellent title 
for this chapter would be the apostrophe 
of the poet, “Strong Son of God, im- 
mortal love!” For power and love here 
unite. 


Verse by Verse 

John 11:32.—‘Mary .. . fell down at 
his feet . . . Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died.” For 
other places where Mary is at Jesus’ feet, 
see Luke 10:39 and John 12:3. Her speech 
is the same as Martha’s opening words to 
Jesus (v. 21). 

Verse 33—“He groaned in the spirit, 
and was troubled.” This sight of human 
sorrow moved Jesus to indignation, as 
the Greek suggests. He could not be 
complacent over it, but “troubled him- 
self.” 

Verse 34.—“Where have ye laid him?” 
Where there was no reason to draw upon 
higher sources of knowledge, Jesus in- 
quired in normal, human fashion. 


Verse 35.—“Jesus wept.” Why? At 
least we learn from this that it is no sin 
to weep. His tears are the promise that 
ours are not forgotten, but will one day 
be wiped away (Psa. 56:8; Rev. 7:17). 


Verse 36.—“Behold how he loved him!” 
Their thought was, of course, that Jesus’ 
tears were for His own personal loss of 
a dearly loved friend. There is no doubt 


46 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, 
and told them what things Jesus had done. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


about the love, but the tears are not so 
easily explained. 


Verse 37.—“Could not this man... 
have caused that even this man should 
not have died?” These read not only 
love in Jesus’ tears, but impotent love. 
Doubtless He could have kept Lazarus 
from dying, they reasoned, but now it 
was too late! 


Verse 38.—“Jesus . . . cometh to the 
grave.” Jesus’ tears were not tears of 
temper, but tears and indignation mingled 
that day. Was it the havoc made by sin 
upon the human race that so stirred 
Him? The tomb was of the same order as 
that later occupied by Jesus Himself. 


Verse 39.—“Take ye away the stone. 

. . by this time he stinketh .. .” Jesus 
did not do miraculously what could be 
done by human effort. Martha’s reac- 
tion shows little expectation of resur- 
rection, despite verses 22 and 25. 


Verse 40.—“Said I not unto thee, that, 
if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest 
see the glory of God?” A gentle, but 
firm reproof, with an encouragement to 
faith. The glory of God was ever in our 
Lord’s mind (9:3; 11:4). 

Verse 41.—“Jesus . . . said, Father, I 
thank thee...” He gives thanks for 
answered prayer before the answer was 
apparent, 


Verse 42.—“I said it, that they may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me.” The pub- 
lic acknowledgment of answered prayer 
was for the sake of others, to help them 
to look on Jesus not just as a wonder- 
worker in His own name, but as God- 
sent, 
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Verse 43.—“Lazarus, come forth.” It 
has been suggested that if Jesus had not 
specified “Lazarus,” all the dead would 
have risen at His word. See 5:28, 29. 

Verse 44.—“Loose him, and let him go.” 
Once again, Jesus left to human hands 
what could be done by them. The mir- 
acle He wrought Himself, without human 
aid. 

Verse ‘45.—“Then many of the Jews 

. . believed on him.” Surely it was 
enough to convince anyone! Many, then, 
were raised from spiritual death as Laz- 
arus was from physical death. 

Verse 46.—“But some... went... to 
the Pharisees, and told them .. .” For 
others, it was only something to report, 
for they shared the enmity of the rulers 
against Jesus. 2 


The Heart of the Lesson 


* The printed portion of the lesson em- 
braces only that part of the story which 
begins with Mary’s coming out to meet 
the Lord on the outskirts of Bethany. 
But it is in this portion that the emotions 
of the Lord Jesus are remarkably re- 
vealed. He was deeply moved in the 
presence of human sorrow. 

There were three elements in His emo- 
tion on this occasion. The first appears 
in the phrase, “he groaned in the spirit” 
(v. 33). A. T. Robertson says that the 
verb so translated means “to snort with 
anger like a horse.” It certainly indi- 
cates a deep and violent indignation. 
What was the cause of it? Some have 
suggested that the actings of the pro- 
fessional wailers angered Jesus, and I 
have no doubt that professional mourn- 
ing would repel His spirit;.but such in- 
dignation had, I am sure, a deeper cause, 
Did He not see here a picture of al] the 
havoc brought by sin into the human 
race, till the very wrath of God filled 
His soul? Such indignation is not in- 
compatible with the tenderest sorrow. 

With the indignation came agitation. 
He “was troubled,” says the King James 
Version (v. 33). The verb here is in 
the middle voice, and might be rendered, 
“troubled himself,” or, “agitated him- 
self.” The thought is that He refused to 
be complacent in the face of this situa- 
tion, but bestirred Himself to take appro- 
priate action.. How wonderful to know 
that our Lord does not sit complacently 
and idly by when we are going through 
the deep waters! 

Then came the surge of compassion, 
expressed in a burst of tears (v. 35). 
Remember that compassion means “suf- 
fering along with.” Jesus shed tears of 
actual suffering—suffering for the sor- 
rows of others. And since Jesus Christ 
is “the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever,” I know that 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 

Are more felt than up in Heaven. 

Emotion was followed by action. Our 
Lord’s action can be traced in three com- 
mandments. The first and third were 
addressed to bystanders, perhaps servants 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9. February 28.—The Good ‘yd 
John 10 
Next Week's Lesson 


11. March 14.—Jesus Faces the Cross. 
John 11:55 to 12:50 








of Martha’s household. Between these 
two was the command to the dead man, 
Lazarus. He commanded men to do what 
they could do, and Himself did what 
men could not do. That is always His 
way. 

“Take ye away the stone” (v. 39). I 
like to call that the evangelistic com- 
mand. It includes all that makes for 
bringing the sinner and the Saviour face 
to face. That may mean clearing up 
some wrongs that have been stumbling 
blocks in the way of the sinner. 

“Lazarus, come forth.” That is the 
redemptive command. Here is the mo- 
ment when men must stand aside while 
the soul meets God alone. This is the 
moment when the miracle is wrought, 
and a soul is reborn. Happy is the soul- 
winner who knows when to leave a soul 
alone with God. 

“Loose him, and let him go.” I think 
of that as the pastoral command. Young 
Christians need help to get rid of the 
trappings of the old life. They need to 
be guided in the paths of victory and 
freedom, and “ye which are spiritual” 
have a great ministry in that direction. 


Topics for Development 


Martha and Mary. Wherever these 
sisters appear together, they constitute a 
study in contrast. See them in Luke 10: 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT three persons were raised 
from the dead during our Lord’s 
earthly ministry? 

2. Who, in the Biblical record, were in- 
struments in raising people from the 
dead? 

3. How is the incident of the raising of 
Lazarus related to the general contro- 
versy between Jesus and the Jewish 
rulers? 

4. Why did Jesus delay in going to 
Bethany? 

5. Why did Jesus return to Judea, in 
face of danger? 

6. How did Jesus deal with Martha in 
her grief? 

7. How did Jesus deal with Mary in 
her grief? 

8. What three emotions did Jesus ex- 
perience in face of the sorrow of His 
friends? 

9. On how many occasions did Jesus 
weep, so far as the Gospel record tells ys? 

10. What Were the two reactions to the 
raising of Lazarus? 


(Answers on page 161) 
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38-42. It is the same in John 11. Here 
Martha is the woman of action, going 
out to meet Jesus as soon as she hears 
of His arrival. She is impulsive, ex- 
plosive, ardent. One moment her faith 
brooks no bounds (v. 22), but next mo- 
ment she is taking refuge in the future 
tense (v. 24). One moment she is ex- 
pressing full acceptance of all that Jesus 
speaks, as the Son of God (v. 27), and 
a little later she is seeking to hinder 
His acting as “the resurrection and the 
life” (v. 39). Lazarus was too far gone! 

Mary, on the other hand, is quiet, sub- 
missive. She waits till she is called for. 
Her only words are an echo of Martha’s 
(v. 32). She is content to weep out her 
sorrow at Jesus’ feet, and has the com- 
fort of His tears mingled with hers. 
Later, all the pent-up love and gratitude 
of her heart will burst forth in one ex- 
travagant act of devotion (12:3). 

The Delay of Love. Verses 5 and 6 
of this chapter read very strangely to our 
ears, According to our way of thinking, 
verse 5 ought to have been followed by 
a statement that Jesus made all speed 
to reach Bethany. Instead, He “abode 
two days still .. . where he was.” Hu- 
man love gives place all too readily to 
panic, impatience, and haste. The divine 
love is not so. It is coupled with in- 
finite wisdom. Human love would im- 
pulsively spare the beloved a momentary 
pain, but divine love looks to the larger 
end, and frequently allows the affliction 
.of the moment so as to assure the bigger 
blessing. Jesus tarried in order to bring 
the bigger blessing to all concerned, See 
2 Corinthians 4:17, 18. 


Outline of the Lesson ‘ 


1. How Jesus felt: 
(1) Indignation (John 11:33) 
(2) Agitation (v. 33) 
(3) Compassion (v. 35) 

2. How Jesus acted: 
(1) The evangelistic command 

39) 

(2) The redemptive command (v. 43) 
(3) The pastoral command (v. 44) 


Practical Applications 

Running into unnecessary danger is 
foolhardiness, but facing danger in the 
path of duty is courage (John 11:7-10). 

The greatest kindness is sometimes to 
permit momentary suffering in order to 
secure the fullest benefit (vs. 5, 6). 

Whatever the situation, at the feet of 
Jesus is always the place of blessing 
(v. 32). 

Don’t expect God to perform by mirac- 
ulous means what you can do for your- 
self (vs. 39, 44). ; 

There is a world of difference between 
strong emotion (vs. 33, 35) and weak 
emotionalism. . 

The time to give thanks for answered 
prayer is both before and after (v. 41). 


Golden Text 
John 11:25, 26.—“I am the resurrection, 


(v. 


-and the life: he that believeth , . . shall 
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mever die... .” Another of the great 
I AM’s of Jesus (see last week’s Ap- 
proach to the Lesson). This one points 
beyond the grave to the life everlasting. 
There seems to be an allusion here to 
the Rapture, when living saints will go 
by way of translation to be forever “with 
the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:17). 
ELMHURST, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

“Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, as we come to the study of 
Thy Word today, give us Thy Spirit’s 
help in understanding it. May we see 
our Saviour’s loving sympathy and His 
power to help us in our troubles and 
so be encouraged to cast all our cares 
upon Him. Wherever people are sad, 
in pain, oppressed, tempted, and bound 
with sin, let the good news of our merci- 
ful and mighty Saviour go forth till all 
needy and sinful folketurn in heart to 
Him. Give to us clean hands and a pure 
heart. Guide us into the good Thou 
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wouldst have us do. Purify and revive 
Thy Church, and may Thy Kingdom 
come. Fargive our sins and make us a 
blessing to someone every day this week. 
So may our lives glorify our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Many ministers use 
the words of our Golden Text as the 
opening sentence in a funeral service. 
This has made them familiar words, yet 
few realize what they mean. Lazarus 
was dead and Jesus had said to Martha, 
’Thy brother shall rise again.” She re- 
plied, “I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day.” 
Then our Lord said that that great future 
event would occur through Him. “I am 
the resurrection, and the life,” He said. 
“He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live.” He means all 
believers will be raised again because 
Christ is the Resurrection. The power 
to raise the dead is His. 

But will all die? What of those still 
living when the believing dead are 
raised? Listen. “Whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die.” They 
will pass into the glorified state without 
dying, for Christ is not only the Resur- 
rection, but the Life. He can transform 
those of His people living at His return 
so that without passing through death 


WHICH WAY FOR YOU, FRIEND? 
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they enter into that marvelous immortal 
life. 

Paul wrote of this twofold event, say- 
ing, “The dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air 
..-” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). Elsewhere Paul 
wrote, “The dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we [living believers] shall 
be changed”—changed, as he explains, 





As the Resurrection and the Life 
RAISE DEAD, 
Curist CaN CHANGE THE LIVING 


“in the twinkling of an eye” from a 
mortal to an immortal, or deathless body. 
Oh, joy! Oh, delight! should we go without 
dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no dread, and no 
crying, 
Caught up through the clouds with the 
Lord into glory, 
When Jesus receives “His own.” 


If you really believe in the Lord Jesus, 
whether you are still living at His re- 
turn, or have died, you will know His 
power thrilling you into glorious endless 
life with Him. But you must be of those 
who trust Him as Saviour in a trust that 
proves itself real by a life of obedience 
to Him. 
Ca.cary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Jesus wept” (John 11:35).—The New 
Testament mentions three occasions on 
which our Saviour wept. Each incident 
had its relation to death. Here, He wept 
in sympathy with the sisters and friends 
over the death of Lazarus, 

In Luke 19:41 He is seen weeping as 
He beholds the spiritual death of the 
highly favored city of Jerusalem. These 
tears of pity fell because the people of 
Jerusalem did not know the things which 
belonged to their peace. Their deadness, 
ignorance, and indifference to Him 
moved Him deeply. The day of visita- 
tion was drawing to a close, and the 
enemy was drawing near to destroy the 
city. 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, He was 
“sorrowful unto death” (Mark 14:34). 
He gave vent to “strong crying and 
tears” (Heb. 5:7). He wept in agony 
at the thought of being made sin, and 
of being forsaken of God. ? 

Since it is the common lot of man to 
weep, He—the Son of man—mingled His 
tears with those of the race He came to 
save. Someone has described His tears 
as “heavenly gems sparkling on the 
cheeks of the incarnate Son of God, re- 
vealing to man the heart of the Eternal.” 
It is both interegting and profitable to 
observe that among the first words He 
uttered in.resurrection is the question, 
“Why weepest thou?” 

How thankful we can be that our Sav- 
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iour was not like a great preacher we 
read about. He was in his study pre- 
paring the message he was going to de- 
liver on the following Sunday. His little 
boy came toddling in to him, holding up 
a pinched finger, and saying with an 
expression of suffering, “Look, Father, 
how I hurt it!” The father interrupted 
in the middle of a sentence, glanced 
hastily at him, and with the slightest 
tone of impatience, said, “I can’t help 
it, Sonny.” The little fellow’s eyes grew 
bigger, and as he turned to go out, he 
said in a low voice, “Yes, you could; 
you might have said, ‘Oh!’” 


“Could not this man .. . have caused 
that even this man should not have 
died?” (John 11:37).—The spectators 
were Satisfied by the sight of the Lord’s 
tears that He loved Lazarus. They knew, 
too, that He had opened the eyes of one 
born blind. Now they wondered if One 
with such power could have prevented 
the death of Lazarus. Certainly, He 
could have prevented it; but death and 
corruption were allowed to do their work 
in order that the glory of God could be 
seen in a very special manner. 

It has often been said that the raising 
of Lazarus was the greatest miracle per- 
formed by the Lord Jesus in all His pub- 
lic ministry. Had He simply prevented 
the death of Lazarus, what a demonstra- 
tion of love and power we should have 
missed! 

In His dealings with us, it is just like 
Him to do “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ... think.” Joseph might 
have asked, “Could not the Lord have 
prevented my being sold to the Ishmael- 
ites?” Certainly it was in His power 
to do so; but consider how He overruled 
the sale to Joseph’s honor and the com- 
fort of all his relatives. We are safe 
in saying that far more glory redounded 
to God, and far more blessing to man as 
a result of the sale, than could have oc- 
curred if the sale had not been consum- 
mated. This does not excuse his 
brothers for their act; for Joseph told 
them: “Ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much peo- 
ple alive” (Gen. 50:20). 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take: 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 
—Wm, Cowper. 

“. . if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the glory of God?” (John 
11:40.)—-Martha would have hindered the 
Lord by her ungrounded fear that cor- 
ruption made it impossible for Him to 
do anything for the corpse. He had told 
her that He was the resurrection and 
the life—the resurrection for those who 
have fallen asleep, the life for those in 
the body. The ‘Lord could have asked 
her the same question the Apostle Paul 
asked King Agrippa: “Why should it 


be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God should raise the dead?” (Acts 
26:8.) She should have simply believed 
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and observed the glory of God in rais- 
ing her brother. How often, in spite of 
all the promises and assurances of the 
Lord, unbelief on our part hinders us 
from seeing the glory of God in our 
lives! 

We who are Christians know it is be- 
cause the unsaved believe not that they 
fai] to see the glory of God in their sal- 
vation; but how often we fail to see the 
glory of God in our Christian lives be- 
cause of our unbelief! We must believe 
to see, not see to believe. David said, 
“I had fainted, unless I had believed to 
see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living” (Psa, 27:13). Faith is the 
cordial to prevent fainting when God's 
great things for our lives are under con- 
sideration. Have we not far more cause 
than Job to say to the Lord, “I know 
that thou canst do every thing”? (Job 
42:2.) 

“He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth” (John 11:43).—The disciples 
could roll away the stone, but the Lord 
alone could speak the word that awoke 
the dead body. And what He did on this 
occasion, He is going to do again; for 
He said regarding all that are in the 
graves that they “shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth” (John 5:28, 29). 
All the dead bodies shall not come forth 
at the same time; for it is distinctly 
stated that “the dead in Christ shall rise 
first” (1 Thess. 4:16). 

“There shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and unjust” (Acts 
24:15). According to Revelation 20:5, a 
thousand years of time separates the two 
resurrections. The fact of resurrection 
is precious to believers, while the very 
thought of it haunts many unbelievers. 

A South African chief heard the mis- 
sionary speak about the resurrection of 
the dead. He had never heard such 
words before. Amazed, he asked the 
missionary, “Shall all the slain in battle 
rise?” When assured that they would, 
he said, “I do not wish to hear again 
about the dead rising, for I have slain 
my thousands, and do not wish to see 
them again.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the resurrection of a 

dead body to life is one of the great 
mysteries of the truth as it is given in 
God’s Word. And many—even Chris- 
tians—have found it hard to believe. 
Mary and Martha, dear friends of the 
Lord Jesus, who had faith to believe that 
He had the power to save Lazarus from 
death while he was critically ill, yet 
could not believe He had the power to 
bring a dead and decomposed: body to 
life again. It was simply against: the 
immutable law of nature. But when 
Jesus called, “Lazarus, come forth,” he 
came up out of the grave in which his. 
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body had lain for four days. Lazarus was 
restored to the status of.a normal man, 
and later was numbered among: the 
guests at a party, where he sat next to 
Jesus at the table, and no doubt ate 
a hearty meal. 

God’s Word clearly states that all dead 
human beings will rise again. “Marvel 
not at this,” said Jesus, “for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation” (John 5:28, 29). Paul 
said to King Agrippa, “Why should it 
be thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God should raise the dead?” (Acts 
26:8.) 

Questioning souls have found all kinds 
of difficulties to make them doubt the 
resurrection of the body, as for instance: 
where bodies are burned and reduced to 
ashes; where bodies are lost at sea, per- 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
_ By Wade C. Smith 
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EXPOSITIONS ox Peus tists 


By Dr. Roy L. Laurin 


Vol. |— ROMANS $4.00 

A_ devotional exposition on 
the Book of Romans giving par- 
ticular attention to the practical 
application of its teaching to 
Ordinary everyday life. 


Vol. Il —COLOSSIANS $2.50 

“Life Established’’—on the 
basis of truth and conduct. 
Reminds us the real issues of 
truth and life have to be refought 
and reestablished in succeeding 
generations. 


Vol. Ill —1 CORINTHIANS “$3.50 
The Christian life goes beyond 
a contemplated state into the 
realm of practice and everyday 
experience for the believer. 


Vol. 1¥—11 CORINTHIANS $3.00 

The dominating word is 
endurance. Truth pounded out 
on the anvil of daily life. 


Vol. ¥—1 JOHN $2.50 

Life here is at its Christian 
best. Two great facts of Christian 
experience are set forth: 1) life— 
the beginning and 2) love—the 
end. Its style is devotional. Its 
effect will be increased regard 
for love as the highest virtue. 


Vol. VI —PHILIPPIANS $3.00 

A book calculated to bring 
you face to face with the pos- 
sibilities that lie in a Christ- 
dominated life. It is a venture in 


noble living bringing peace, / ~ 


happiness and fruitfulness. 
%& Each book may be pur- 


chased at price indicated. / : 


another unusual book 


MEET YOURSELF 


IN THE BIBLE 


NOW IN THE 4th EDITION 


Dr. Laurin’s most widely read book. Some- 
where in the Bible there is a person with an 
experience, trouble or weakness exactly like 
yours. This book presents 30 Bible characters 
who were conquerors of those 

Situations.288 pages, cloth bound 


| Complete te Set of Six Volumes - 
*» ; g os ~ iw i 


$3.00 


A project of Christicn Literature Division of Irvin W. Masters Inc, 


Diligent study of God’s Word is the secret 
of power in the Christian Life. Whether in 
the realm of pmarpage dl or in the everyday 
it living—God's Wo 

ifts the Commonplace into the divine. 
It is significant that srery utes 


an leaderin history has been adevote 
student of the Bible. 


Papen as in thé past, God is honoring © 


nister who unfolds and teaches the 
Word. That is why more and more ministers 
are turning to the simple expository sermon. 
They have learned by experience the Holy 
Spirit signally honors this approach. 


: Foremost among the contemporaries, 

' whose teaching ministry God has blessed, © 

is Dr. Roy L. Laurin—minister, Bible Con -. 
tence teacher, Radio speaker and writer. — 
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haps devoured by sharks; where bodies 


bodies are dissolved by strong acids— 
and many other annihilations which 
would seem to make it impossible for 
them to be made whole again, dead or 
alive. 

Well, dear Brother Doubter, just re- 
member this: first, “With God all things 
are possible.” Jesus, Himself, said that 
(Matt. 19:26). Why waste a moment 
puzzling over the resurrection of the 
body, no matter what the condition of 
it, or how chemically changed and scat- 
tered to the four winds it may be. Don’t 
forget that God created the body out of 
the dust of the ground, after He had 
made all things (the universe) out of 
nothing (Heb, 11:3). Should we doubt 
for a moment His power, by a word, to 
reassemble all particles, from no matter 
where, and re-form them according to 
His will? Also remember this: not an 
atom of matter is lost. Chemical changes 
may take place, according to chemical 
laws which God Himself originated and 
set in motion. Would you for a moment 
suppose that He cannot reverse the 
processes at His will? ; ; 

No, fellows, the safest and the sanest 
thing to do is to leave the sage philoso- 
phies of science and of men ahd go 
back to the Word of God, which “is true 
from the beginning,” and know that He 
can and will keep His covenant promise 
to raise your body from its death and 
restore it in glory—if you have received 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour and are 
trusting Him. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E HAVE already found some peo- 
ple in the Gospel, of John who 
witnessed to the fact that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of God. In John 11 we 
meet another very clear witness. See 
if you can put on the board the names 
of the five I have passed out in the order 
in which their witness appears in John: 
(John the Baptist, Andrew, Nathanael, 
Peter, and Christ Himself). After we 
read the witness of the one in today’s 
lesson we will let someone add her name. 
Our story today is one of the most 
thrilling in the Bible. The Gospels tell 
us about three people whom Jesus raised 
from the dead. (1) A little girl, who 
had just died. Who was she? (Jairus’ 
daughter.) (2) A young man whose 
body was about to be buried. Who was 
he? (The son of the widow of Nain.) 
(3) A man who had been dead four 
days. (Lazarus.) 

John 11 gives the story of the raising 
of Lazarus. He had lived in the vil- 
lage of Bethany with his sisters Mary 
and Martha. They all loved Jesus and 
made Him welcome in their home, Jesus 
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loved them and visited them many times. 


One day Lazarus became very ill. His 
sisters sent a message to Jesus. Read 
it in John 11:3. They had to send a 
messenger to tell Him, for in those days 
they did not have the means of com- 
munication which we now have. Read 
the last three verses of John 10 to find 
out where Jesus was at that time. John 
1:28 tells us that the name of this place 
was Bethabara. Most likely the mes- 
senger had to go on foot, so that the 
journey would take many hours each 
way. How anxiously the sisters must 
have watched for the return of the mes- 
senger the next day, hoping and ex- 
pecting that Jesus would be with him and 
that His word or touch would heal their 
brother. But He did not come. Instead, 
He sent a message. Read it in John 
11:4. The man returned with the mes- 
sage, but Lazarus died. How sad the 
sisters felt that Jesus had not come to 
them! He had sent a message which 
seemed to mean that Lazarus would not 
die, but he had died! 

Two days later Jesus took His disciples 
and started for Bethany. Read verses 
11-14. No messenger came to tell Jesus 
that Lazarus was dead, but He knew it. 
How? (Because He was God, and knew 
everything.) Right. Read verses 20-22. 
Martha still believed in the power of 
Christ, for she said that He could have 
prevented her brother’s death. Jesus 
said to her, “Thy brother shall rise 
again.” Martha knew that, too, but she 
thought they would have many long 
years to live without him. Read verses 
25, 26. The Lord Jesus did not say, “I 
will raise him again,” but, “I am the 
resurrection and the life,” putting her 
far-off future hope into the present 
tense. Then He asked Martha if she 
believed this. Read her clear confes- 
sion of faith in verse 27. We must add 
the name of Martha to our list of wit- 
nesses in John. 


Then Martha went back to the house 
and said to Mary, “The Master is come, 
and calleth for thee.” Mary went out 
quickly and fell at His feet. Her first 
words were the same as Martha’s. Read 
verse 32. Then read verses 33-35. 
Though the Lord Jesus was often 
wronged and treated shamefully in His 
earthly life, suffering more than anyone 
else, yet we only read of His groaning 
or weeping over the sorrows of those 
around Him. The Lord Jesus knew that 
He was about to raise Lazarus, but He 
wept out of sympathy for the bereaved 
Sisters and for all the long line of 
mourners from the time sin and death 
had come into the world. Knowing that 
death had come into the world because 
of sin did not prevent Him from having 
perfect .sympathy with all who mourn. 
How did the weeping of Jesus impress 
the Jews? (v. 36.) Read verse 37. Some 
of the Jews thought that in view of 
His other miracles Jesus might have 
prevented the death of Lazarus, but Mary 
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and Martha knew that He could have, 
for they knew Him. 

Read verses 38-40. Jesus purposely 
allowed Lazarus to be dead four days 
so that His resurrection might be a 
greater miracle, thus bringing more glory 
to God. He glorified God in all that 
He said or did. 

Read verses 41-43. What a great mo- 
ment this was in Bethany! See Mary 
and Martha and all the weeping people 
standing by that stone-sealed cave. Jesus 
told them to take away the stone, and 


when they obeyed Him, He lifted His 


eyes to Heaven and spoke to His Father. 
Then turning to the cave He spoke three 
words, “Lazarus, come forth!” Suddenly 
the man for whom they are mourning 
steps out among them, still wrapped in 
his graveclothes. In silent amazement 
they stare at him till the same voice 
commands, “Loose him, and let him go.” 
Think how quickly the sisters would 
help unwind the cloths with which his 
body was wrapped, and how fervently 
they would embrace him! 

Read verses 45, 46 to see the result of 
this miracle. Many of the Jews who 
saw it believed in Jesus. But some did 
not. These went to the Pharisees to 
stir up further trouble. The Pharisees 
called a special council meeting to see 
what could be done to stop the people 
from believing in Jesus. They officially 
decided to put Jesus to death,, thinking 
this would prevent people from believ- 
ing in Him. But God had decreed that 
the death of His Son was to be the 
means whereby all sinners who believe 
in Jesus could, in so doing, pass from 
death unto life. 

By raising Lazarus from the dead the 
Lord Jesus proved that He is the Lord 
of death as well as of life. He Himself 
never could have been killed by men if 
He had not willingly laid down His 
life. He had power to lay it down and 
He had power to take it again. How 
comforting it is to know that our Lord 
Jesus has absolute power over life and 
death! No one is born into this world, 
except as He grants physical life, and 
no one can leave this world without His 
knowledge and permission. Read Ro- 
mans 14:9 and Revelation 1:19. So we 
need not fear atom bombs or other dan- 
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gers for ourselves or our loved ones, 
who belong to the’ Lord of life. 

“Not a single shaft can hit, unless the 
love of God sees fit.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
bd 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus, the Lord of Life (John 11:20-29) 


RE you continuing the Honor Roll 

of pupils who read the chapter of 
John, memorize the verses, and tell the 
Bible story to another? , What verse 
of chapter 10 was best liked? What 
things does a good shepherd do for his 
sheep? If a sheep dies, can a good shep- 
herd make it live again? But our Good 
Shepherd can! He is the Lord of life. 
He is life. He has life. He gives life 
(John 3:16; 10:10; 20:31). He said, “I 
am the resurrection, and the life.” (Put 
this part of the Golden Text, John 11:25, 
26, on the blackboard. Resurrection may 
be explained as living again after dying. 
Basically it means standing up straight 
again.) 

Add the words: “He that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shal] he 
live.” Use acocoon, or pictures of worm, 
cocoon, and butterfly as an illustration 
in nature that shows the Lord’s power. 
If a Christian the children know well 
has recently died, make that person a 
concrete example of this promise as to 
the body. We know from 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4:16 that it will happen when 
the Lord comes back. Add the words: 
“and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me ‘shall never die.” This may be ex- 
plained as the spirit life, the new life, 
the eternal life that a person received 
when he believed in the Lord as Saviour. 
Use a butterfly outline as award for 
memorization of the verses. The Mem- 
ory Verse, [Jesus said] “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 


have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), - 


was a recent Golden Text. 

The Lord said all these things were 
so. He proved it by giving a sample 
of what He could do. Tell the story of 
Lazarus. I do not think this is a good 
story for the use of the flannel board, 
as the grief and joy of the contrasting 
occasions cannot be pictured effectively 
with ordinary figures. The human voice 
is more suggestive of the emotional 
tones. If you do wish to picture it, and 
have a tomb, scene 1 may be in the 
country, the Lord surrounded by listening 
people; arrival of messenger; two days 
later starting to return with disciples. 
Scene 2 may be a road with houses, the 
Lord and His disciples met by Martha; 
later Mary, followed by crowd. Scene 
3 may be at the tomb. (The entrance 
of my paper tomb is covered with out- 
ing flannel, colored dark with crayons, 
A figure small enough to appear in the 
doorway is placed behind the stone clos- 
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ing the entrance. When the stone is 
moved, the figure is moved with it, Then 
when the command to come out is given, 
the figure can be drawn out, appearing 
to come from within. A corresponding 
large figure is necessary as Lazarus joins 
his family.) 

Or, for scene 1, you may prefer to stay 
with the family, and show Lazarus sick, 
with his sisters about him, the dispatch 
of the messenger and the messenger’s 
return without the Lord, Lazarus carried 
out dead. If you have no tomb, show 
the living Lazarus reunited with his sis- 
ters in the Lord’s presence. It is a won- 
derful story! 

Make the truth of the Lord’s words 
and His power as real to the pupils as 
possible. Underline the words of the 
Golden Text which show the individual’s 
part—“believeth.” There is no knowing 
how soon our pupils may be facing death 
for themselves or loved ones. One after- 
noon, on my regular round of Bible 
classes in rural schools, when I reached 
one town, it was to attend the funerals 
of two schoolboys, instead of teaching 
two Bible classes. How a_ teacher 
searches her teaching at such a time! 
Had she given what was needed for a 
sudden crisis? And not many months 
later another boy from the schoolroom 
met sudden death. “Be ye also ready”— 
for yourself, and for your pupils. 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AZARUS was dead. He had been 
dead four whole days. Oh, Lazarus 
was very dead! 

What made Lazarus’s sisters, Mary 
and Martha, very sad was that they 
knew that if the Lord Jesus had been 
there, their brother would not have died 
(John 11:21, 32). Had they not sent 
word to the Lord Jesus that Lazarus 
was sick? (v. 3.) They knew that He 
loved Lazarus (v. 3). Why, then, had 
He not come and made their dear 
brother well? 

Had Lazarus been sick because God 
was displeased with him? Was it be- 
cause Lazarus had some sin in his life? 
Was it because God was punishing him? 
There are people, you know, who be- 
lieve that it is one of these things that 

ecauses sickness. It may be that some- 
times God does permit sickness for one* 
of these reasons. But He alone knows 
that. And it is very wrong for us to 
judge why others are sick. And this 
time we know that Lazarus had been 
sick and had died for two reasons: that 
the Lord Jesus might receive glory (v. 
4); and that His disciples might believe 
(v. 15). 

Mary and Martha, when they had seen 
how sick their brother was, knew that 
the only one who could help Him was 
the Son of God. That was why they 
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had sent word to Him. He had healed MINISTERS STUDENTS, TEACHERS 
many others. Certainly He would have yz, Religious Book Value of Our Times! 


healed their brother, whom He loved. 


But instead of rushing off to make Laz- NEW, LARGE-TYPE 


arus well, the Lord Jesus stayed right 
where He had been. In fact, He re- 
mained there for two whole days. And 
He could have walked to Lazarus’s 
house in less than an hour! 


Finally, whem Martha learried that the 
Lord Jesus was almost to their town, 
she hurried to meet Him. “Lord, if You 
had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that 
whatever you ask God for He will give 
you” (v. 21, Williams’ Translation), Mar- 
tha cried. She and Mary had doubtless 
repeated again and again, “Oh, if only 
the Lord Jesus were here!” He would 
have helped, they knew. 

Martha had great faith in the Son of 
God. She proved that faith, too, when 
she heard the Lord Jesus exclaim, “Your 
brother will rise again.” For she im- 
mediately replied, “I know that he will 
rise at the resurrection, on the last day” 
(vs. 23, 24, Williams’ Translation). 

But the Lord Jesus wanted (1) to tell 
Martha something wonderful; and (2) 
to ask her a most important question. 
Listen closely so you can tell me what 
these things were. First, He said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life myself. 
Whoever continues to believe in me will 
live right on, even though he dies, and 
no person who continues to live and be- 
lieve in me will ever die at all.” Sec- 
ondly, He asked, “Do you believe this?” 
(vs. 25, 26 quoted from Williams’ Trans- 
lation.) 

Isn’t it glorious to know that the Lord 
Jesus Himself is life? Later He said 
again that He is life (14:6). But im- 
agine! His very own words are that 
those who believe in Him have His life 
and shall never die. That is, they shall 
never have to suffer eternal punishment 
after death. Think how thrilled poor, 
sad Martha must have felt when she 
heard these wonderful words. Others 
had not believed that the Lord Jesus 
was the Son of God. Many had hated 
Him and wanted to kill Him (10:33). 
But Martha had believed. So she an- 
swered His question, “Do you believe 
this?” by saying, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who was to come into the world” (v. 
27, Williams’ Translation). 

After Martha went for her sister Mary, 
the two of them together’with the Lord 
Jesus, His disciples, and some of* the 
Jews, went to Lazarus’s grave. It was a 
cave in a) hillside. And, as the éustom 
was in those days, there was a great 
stone against it. When the Lord Jesus 
asked that the stone be removed, Mar- 
tha reminded Him that since her brother 
had been so long dead, his body would 
have started to decay. But the Lord 
Jesus, the Creator of everything (Col. 
1:16), was not to be hindered. The stone 
was rolled away. He talked with His 
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“| Can‘t Even Change 
My Clothes!” 


“From very early childhood all I have 
known is poverty and suffering. I 
was only five years old when f lost 
my parents. There was no one to 
care for*me, no one to whom I could 
tell my troubles, no one to give me 
even a piece of bread. I just roamed 
the streets. In the morning I would 
be in one place, in the evening an- 
other. Finally, a distant relative 
took me in, not for love, but to work 
as hard as I could for a few crusts of 
bread each day. I was soon so ex- 
hausted that I contracted tubercu- |}. 
losis, just like thousands of other 
young people of Greece. 


“The state provides hospitalization, 
but not the necessary drugs for my 
treatment. They have told me to get 
some streptomycin and Rimifon, 
but who will bring them to me? Who 
comes to see me? No one at all. 
I am all alone in the world and have 
nothing. I do not even have a change 
of clothes, only the ones I am wearing. 


“Please, won’t you take me, a poor 
orphan girl, to your heart and be my 
parents? I want to live, and shall be 
grateful to you a!l my life if you will 
rescue me.” 

—Katina (Katherine) Bakopoulou 


Katherine has thousands of brothers 
and sisters in misery, and their let- 
ters reach us daily. To send this 
irl the help she needs would cost 
25 for medicine, $6 for a clothing 
package and $10 for food: As God 
provides through His children we 
send them medicine, food, clothing, 
and above all the Word of God for 
their comfort. Our missionaries visit 
them where possible and seek to lead 
them to the Lord. In addition to 
this relief ministry God has entrusted 
to us an orphanage whose little ones 
can be cared for by any of you for 
$15 each a month (picture and history 
on request); also a Christian Day 
School, a Macedonian Bible Institute, 
a Christian bookstore in the heart 
of Athens, the support of 35 native 
Greek missionaries, as well as a 
great Scripture distribution ministry 
and a growing publication work. We~ 
invite Christians to share in this 
ministry as the Lord leads. 


Write for a free copy of our quarterly, 
the “Greek Harvest Gleanings,” to 


Dept. S 


American Mission to Greeks 


Canadian Address: 90 Duplex Avenue, | 
Toronto 12, Ontario 


U. S. Address: 156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N.Y. 


Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary 
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Father God in Heaven. Then He shouted, 
“Lazarus, come forth!” 

Quicker than you can blink your eyes, 
Lazarus was alive—and came out of the 
grave. The Lord Jesus had given him 
His life! 

The Lord Jesus, the Son of God, is the 
resurrection and the life. Do you be- 
lieve this? 

LANCASTER, Pa. 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


What Convinced Him.—I am the res- 
urrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live (John 11:25, Golden Text). An 
intelligent but skeptical man had had 
frequent conversations with a preacher, 
but always stumbled at the fact of the 
Resurrection. At length they were sep- 
arated. The preacher did not see the 
skeptic for years. Meanwhile, the skep- 
tic became a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The first time the preacher saw 
his friend, he asked, “And what do you 
think now of the Resurrection?” “Oh,” 
said he, “two words from Paul con- 
quered me—they are, ‘Thou fool’ (1 Cor. 
15:36). It was no argument, no satis- 
fying my objections, but God convincing 
me that I was a fool!”—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Delayed Blessings.—Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died 
(John 11:32). In the charming little 
booklet “Expectation Corner,” Adam 
Showman was led into the Lord’s treas- 
ure houses, and among other wonders 
there revealed to him was the “Delayed 
Blessings Office,” where God kept cer- 
tain things prayed for until the time 
came to send them. It takes a long 
time for some petitioners to learn that 
delays are not denials. Ah, there are 
secrets of love and wisdom in the “De- 
layed Blessings Department” which are 
little dreamed of. 
their mercies green when the Lord would 
have them ripe. 


God’s plans, like lilies pure and white, 
unfold; 


We must not tear the close-shut leaves 


apart; 
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold. 


—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Only the Ransomed Know.—Jesus wept 
(John 11:35). 
We thank Thee, Lord, for weary days 
When desert springs were dry, 
And first we knew what depth of need 
Thy love could satisfy. 


We know Him as we could not know 
Through Heaven's golden years: 

We there shall see His glorious face, 
But Mary saw His tears. 


Men would pluck, 
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The touch that heals the broken heart 
Is never felt above. 

His angels know His blessedness, 
His way-worn Saints. His love. 


—From Horatius Bonar. Sent by Elisa- 
abeth ‘Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


“Where the Comfort Lies.—Behold how 
he loved him! (John 11:36.) A minister 
remarked: “When Mary and Martha 
sent to Jesus their message, it was not, 
“Lord, he loveth Thee,” but, “Lord, . .. 
he whom thou lovest is sick.” It is not 
our imperfect love to Him that comforts 
us, but His perfect love to us.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Because the Master Said It.—Said I not 
unto thee... ? (John 11:40.) A school- 
master gave three of his pupils a diffi- 
cult problem. “You will find it very 
hard to solve,” he said, “but there is a 
way.” After repeated attempts, one of 
them gave up in despair., “There is no 
way!” he declared. The second pupil 
had not succeeded, yet he was smiling 
and unconcerned. “I know it can be 
explained, because I have seen it done.” 
The third worked on, long after the rest 
had given up. His head ached and his 
brain was in a whirl. Yet as he went 
over it again and again, he said without 
faltering, “I know there is a way, be- 
cause the master has said it.” Here is 
faith—that confidence that rests not upon 
what it has seen, but upon the promises 
of God.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


We Do Not Have To Understand.— 
Said I not unto thee, that, if thou would- 
est believe, thou shouldest see the glory 
of God? (John 11:40.) Mary and Mar- 
tha could not understand what their 
Lord was doing. Back of it all we seem 
to read their thought: “Lord, we do not 
understand why You have stayed away 
so long. We do not understand how 
You could let sorrow and suffering rav- 
age our lives when Your presence might 
have stayed it all. It is too late now, 
for already he has been dead four days!” 
And to it all Jesus’ had but one great 
truth: “You may not understand; but 
I tell you if you believe you will see.” 
Abraham could not understand why 
God should ask the sacrifice of the boy; 
but he trusted. And he saw the glory 
of God in his restoration to his love. 
Moses could not understand why God 


should keep him forty years in the wil- " 


derness, but he trusted; and he saw when 
God called him to lead forth Israe] from 
bondage. Joseph could not understand 
the cruelty of his brethren, the false 
witness of a perfidious woman, and the 
long years of an unjust imprisonment; 
but he trusted, and he saw at last the 
glory of God in it all. Jacob could not 
understand the strange providence which 
permitted the same Joseph to be torn 
from his father’s love, but he saw the 
glory of God when he looked into the 
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face of that same Joseph as the viceroy 
of a great king, and the preserver of his 
own life and the lives of a great nation. 
You say, “I do not understand why God 
let my dear one be taken. I do not un- 
derstand the devious paths by which the 
Lord is leading me. I do not under- 
stand why blessings I so much need are 
so long delayed.” Friend, you do not 
have to understand all God’s ways with 
you. God does not expect you to under- 
stand them. Some day you will see the 
glory of God in the things which you 
do not understand.—From “Streams in 
the Desert.” Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Where the Battle Was Won.—Father, I 
thank thee that thou hast heard me 
(John 11:41). Jesus had won the vic- 
tory before He reached the grave of 
Lazarus. He therefore came as a victor 
to receive the spoils of His conquest. 
We often make prayer a preparation for 
the battle. But with Jesus prayer, in a 
very real sense, was the battle. There 
were times when our Lord was obvi- 
ously fighting hard. At other times He 
moved with a poise and serenity that 
amazes us to this day. When were His 
times of struggle? Always they were 
His prayer periods. Having won in the 
secret place, all else came as a matter 
of course. Lord, teach us to pray!—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


” 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 153) 


1. The daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:41), 
the widow of Nain’s son (Luke 7:14), 
and Lazarus. 

2. Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-24), Elisha (2 
Kings 4:18-37), the dead prophet of 
Judah (2 Kings 13:21), Peter (Acts 9:36- 
41), Paul (Acts 20:9-12). 


Pharisees to more frenzy 
53). 

4. Because He .loved the Bethany 
household, and wanted to bestow the 
greater blessing which only delay could 
make possible. 

5. Because He realized that, in the 
will of God, no man could touch His 
life until His work was done (vs. 7-10). 

6. He enlightened and encouraged her 
faith (vs. 21-27). 

7. He mingled His tears with hers (vs. 
32-35). “ 

8. Indignation (v. 33), agitation (v. 33), 
and compassion (v. 35). 

9. On two occasions—on the way to the 
grave of Lazarus (v. 35), and on looking 
over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41), 

10. Some believed (John 11:45), and 
others carried the report to the enemies 
of Christ (v. 46). 


(John 11:46- 
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3. It only stirred the chief priests and 
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Two Veteran Teachers 
(Continued from second page) 


could not afford to buy it—or thought 
they couldn't. 

I should certainly feel honored to be 
on this Honor Roll of the S. S. Tres. 
I can say, though, that it is a wonder- 
ful paper and has been of untold value 
to me. I’m glad Dr. Howard could 
know from my statement to the news- 
men that I really believe in the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. I deliber- 
ately stated it “living Word” so there 
could be no doubt in the mind of any- 
one who read as to what I believe. I 
certainly would not pay the price of 
50 years of teaching if I did not know 
the Author and know the Word is true. 
I know because of what it has done for 
me and those to whom I have given it. 


w 


Browsing Through the Bookshop 
(Continued from page 149) 


Christian Etiquette. By Lora Lee Par- 
rott. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) Although the true 
Christian endeavors to remember the 
Bible admonition, “Be courteous,” he 
often deplores adequate knowledge as to 
what constitutes that courtesy. In a most 
concrete and practical manner Mrs. Par- 
rott supplies this knowledge. Her first 
chapter answers questions about intré- 
ductions—who to present to whom, and 
how to introduce one’s self in such work 
as church canvassing. The chapters that 
follow explain what makes for good con- 
versation, what to say when visiting the 
sick, how to write all kinds of letters, 
and what makes up Christian behavior 
in academic life. Courtesy rules are 
given also for camp, convention, and 
conference; for trave] by car, bus, train, 
and plane; and for special occasions, for- 
mal and informal. There are careful 
outlines for procedure at both weddings 
and funerals, and even for announcing 
the new baby. Small things such as 
table manners, the appointments of a 
“prophet’s chamber,” and home tidiness 
are not forgotten. And above all, the 
reader is made to see that attention to 
every courtesy does make one’s Chris- 
tian life far more satisfactory as well as 
more effective in its outreach for others. 


The Spreading Flame: The Rise and 
Progress of Christianity. By F. F. Bruce. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $5.) Written by a topé 
ranking Biblical scholar of our day, this 
account of the origin and early expan- 
sion of Christianity is a distinguished 
addition to the literature of church his- 
tory. Though Dr. Bruce is a professor 
at the University of Sheffield in England, 
and though he edits the Evangelical 
Quarterly, there is nothing-forbiddingly 
pedantic or unintelligible about his style. 


“On the contrary, it is lucid, graphic, and 


nontechnical, and a sheer delight to read. 
And this is true in spite of Dr. Bruce’s 
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You Like Comic Books? 


A boy read a Comic, got his red 
jacket, said, “I can fly, too,” jumped 
off the cliff, died. Children caught 
in robbery said, “We read it in 
a Comic Book.” 

ONE Christian magazine of comic 
size for children, with comics, sto- 
ries, puzzles, contests, etc., is avail- 
able. Replace the bad with the 
better. 


$2.50 a year 
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thoroughness, his authoritative handling 
of complex issues, and the frequent ref- 
erences which he makes to the relevant 
primary sources and secondary works. 
This work was originally published as 
three separate books, “The Dawn of 
Christianity,” “The Growing Day,” and 
“Light in the West.” Reissued now in 
one volume, Bruce’s definitive trilogy 
is probably without a peer among con- 
temporary evangelical histories of the 
ancient church. 


The Christian Kindergarten. By Mor- 
ella Mensing, M.A. (Concordia Pub. 
House, St. Louis 18; $4.) If the Roman- 
ists are correct in saying, “Give us the 
child until he is seven, after which you 
may do with him as you wish,” then 
particular attention should be given the 
Nursery and Beginner ages. To give 
such attention and make it Christian 
is Miss Mensing’s purpose in this simple ‘ 
but complete text. The first of its three 
divisions summarizes kindergarten his- 
tory, lists the aims for teachers and the 
numerous ways parents may co-operate. 
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Personality problems are introduced and 
solved in the child who is shy or im- 
mature, aggressive, over-imayinative, 
spoiled, lazy, superior, or slow-learning. 
And the chapter on Environment elabo- 
rates on the place, its furnishings, toys, 
pets, social climate, and worship center. 

The book’s second division considers 
the objectives of religion by suggesting 
a course of nine units, beginning with 
“Jesus Is the Friend of Little Children.” 
Each unit is made up of four Bible les- 
sons, songs, prayers, application, and ac- 
tivities. Social objectives are described 
in a sample unit on home and family. 
Lessons on arts and crafts are adorned 
with concrete drawings, while reading, 
writing, and number work are given a 
place in the five-year-old’s life. Story- 
telling, games, rest, and refreshment are 
all carefully discussed. 

Division No. 3 goes through the Kin- 
dergartner’s day with its program change 
every quarter hour. The reader is actu- 
ally taken on a visit to observe every- 
thing said and done—even to the 
unpredictable! Full-page cuts and bibli- 
ographies add value to this excellent 
text. 


From Pearl Harbor to Golgotha. By 
Mitsuo Fuchida. (Sky Pilots Press, San 
Jose, Calif., $1.45.) This tells the story 
of Captain Fuchida and his conversion. 
For twenty-five years he was a brilliant 
officer in the Japanese Navy. The story 
of the attack on Pearl Harbor, as told 
by him, is a notable piece of writing. 
Now he has dedicated his life to the 
Redeemer of mankind’ and wifll lead in 
a group of so-called Sky Pilots in the 
evangelization of Japan. Few men have 
the ear of Japan as he, especially of 
young men. Captain Fuchida has been 
invited to be Chief of Staff in charge of 
all Japanese air power. This flattering 
offer he has declined in order to give 
all his time to preaching Christ. Dur- 
ing his visit to Washington last year, he 
gave his Christian testimony in the 
Navy-Army Chapel and the Pentagon 
Chapel. He also spoke before a thou- 
sand midshipmen at Annapolis. His sig- 
nature to letters is: 

With love in our wonderful Lord, 

Yours, because His, 

Mitsuo Fuchida. 

“When I’ was appointed to train five 
hundred men for two months prior to 
bombing Pearl Harbor,” he writes, “I 
remember that I gave all my effort to 
“preparations for that attack. Now I 
pledge myself to the Lord and the mem- 
bers of my Sky Pilot missionary board 
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to give my all effort to train the men 
and boys of Japan to become a loyal 
Christian people, living in love, joy, and 
peace with one-another and the whole 
world.” 

This little book tells also of Elmer Sachs, 
ence ace detective in Illinois, now leader 
of Sky Pilots International, an organiza- 
tion which, after eight years, has 7,000 
boys receiving 204 hours of highly spe- 
cialized soul-winning training each year, 


we 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 7 


2. Manners Attend Church, Too 
(Eccles, 5:1-7) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week we saw something of the 
importance of private worship. This 
week our thoughts are directed to public 
worship, and particularly to our own 
attitude and conduct in public worship 
and in God’s house. Let us think of 
our behavior in church with these three 
things in mind—its relationship to God; 
its relationship to others; and its rela- 
tionship to our own spiritual condition. 
we 

In order to appraise rightly our con- 
duct in church we need to consider first 
of all who God is, and for what purpose 
we set apart, or dedicate, a particular 
place in His name. The Bible teaches 
us that He is the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, the Creator of the uni- 
verse before whom angels and seraphim 
and cherubim and all the host of Heaven 
bow and veil their faces in worship and 
adoration. God is holy and pure and 
perfect, while we, His creatures, are, at 
our best, sinful, unworthy, imperfect, 


* and undeserving of His consideration. 


Read the record of Abraham, Moses, Da- 
vid, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and John, who are 
among the most godly men mentioned 
in the Bible. Notice the response they 
made when they found themselves in 
the Lord’s presence. They recognized, 
or were reminded, that they were un- 
worthy to come before the Lord of 
Heaven and earth, and in most instances 
they fell upon their faces before Him, 
recognizing their own unworthiness. The 
Scriptures are full of admonition to wor- 
ship and bow down before God and to 
give due reverence in His presence. It 
is true that-in Hebrews 4:10 we are told 
to come “boldly” to the Throne of Grace. 
But this admonition has the sense of 
“confidently,” or “without fear,” or 
“without hesitation.” The “boldly” men- 
tioned here has no sense of brazenness 
or presumption. 
4 


Likewise, in speaking of the Taber- 
nacle, and later the Temple, and even 
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of the vessels and utensils in use in the 
worship of God, the Old Testament 
Scriptures repeatedly reminded God’s 
people of their holiness because these 
things were set apart for the worship 
of God. They were not to be used for 
ordinary purposes, lest the worship of 
God be discredited and His holiness We 
belittled in the eyes of the people. You 
will remember that the Lord Jesus in- 
dignantly threw out of the Temple of 
His day the money changers and Sellers 
of cattle and other sacrifices because, on 
the pretext of convenience to the people, 
they had profaned God’s house with their 


‘selling and exchanging, and had even 


stooped to thievery. Christ quoted to 
these men Isaiah 56:7, “Mine house shall 
be called an house of prayer” (Mark 11: 
16, 17; Matt, 21:12, 13). 
ye 

Now, let us not wrongly assume that 
God delights in a cringing, fearful atti- 
tude on man’s part. It is also well to 
remember that the time in which we live 
is the age of grace and, in view of 
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Christ’s atonement and provision for all 
believers, there is a certain liberty and 
freedom that we have in coming into 
God’s presence and into His house that 
Old Testament saints did not enjoy. The 
curtain that separated the people from 
the. Holy of Holies was rent and done 
away with at Calvary. But, neverthe- 
less, God is still a holy God and worthy 
of all the reverence and adoration and 
worship that we can give Him. Even 
in earthly relationships men do not rush 
into the presence of dignitaries with 
rudeness or ill-manners, and right think- 
ing persons are careful to speak and act 
with decorum in the presence of those 
who are wiser, or more experienced, or 
more noteworthy. Should we show less 
respect to God, or should we exhibit 
less careful conduct when:+we go into 
the place that has been set apart for 
God’s worship and praise? 


se 
As suggested before, our behavior in 
God’s house also has a relationship to 
others. Even though you may not enter 
God's house to worship and honor Him, 
many others do. We have no right’ to 
interfere with their privilege. When we 
chatter and visit and run around before 
or after the service we distract and hin- 
der those who desire to worship quietly 
in preparation for the service that is to 
follow, or who would depart in a wor- 
shipful spirit after the service is over. 
Christians should be friendly and cordial 
toward others who come to God’s house, 
but much that one sees in some of our 
churches goes far beyond such quiet, 
seemly cordiality. 
ye 


It should be clear, almost without men- 
tioning it, that talking and laughing and 
unnecessary and noisy moving about 
during the service is an affront to God, 
is discourteous to the leader, and a trial 
to others who would share in the wor- 
ship. Yet the carelessness that some 
(not always young) folks show in this 
respect requires such a mention. What is 
more, our example in such conduct is a 
stumbling block to younger or less ex- 
perienced Christians, and, more often 
than we think, is a hindrance to unbe- 
lievers. 

Have you noticed recently the pages 
in the front and back of your young peo- 
ple’s song books? Who is responsible 
for what you find there? Were those 
responsible all unbelievers? What must 
non-Christians think of Christians when 
they see such treatment of the equip- 
ment dedicated to the worship of God? 
A young man, not a Christian, made a 
striking comment in a Sunday school 
class, not long ago, when the teacher 
picked up a stack of Bibles and threw 
them one by one to the various mem- 
bers of the class. Some were caught, 
some made a half-open landing, and one 
fell to the floor, whereupon the young 
man commented, “And he is the one who 
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gave us a lecture on respect for the 
Bible.” , Little did that teacher think 
that his own careless conduct had made 
of no effect his teaching to‘ that particu- 
lar young man on that point, 
se 

Finally, let us think of the relationship 
that our behavior in God’s house has to 
our own selves. It is often a barometer 
of our own spiritual condition. It is by 
no means suggested that we should 
assume a pious manner in ¢hurch and in 
Sunday school. Such a manner can by 
no means be substituted for a right 
heart attitude. We may be able to de- 





ceive others, but God is not moeked by 


mere outward reverence. But when we 
find in our conduct carelessness or irrev- 
erence, we may well question our own 
relationship to God. If we really love 
Him and reverence Him we shall want 
to show that love and reverence in our 
conduct. And when it is not there, we 





LENDING LIBRARY 


Christian books loaned by mail. Write for information 
and sample copy of the Christian Reader's Review. 


CHRISTIAN READER’S LIBRARY Veedersburg, ind. 





Evangelize China Fellowship 
Dr. Andrew Gih, President 


By God’s grace Evangelize China Fellowship has 
been mightily used. Our native worker training 
plan is paying big dividends. We shall be glad ~ 
put your name on - ae list, Our represent- 
ative is available to Listen to WSAN, Allen- 
town, Pa., 1470 on 2 dial every Saturday, 9 a. m. 
Write to 


Dr. W. A. Reese Box 215 Pennsburg, Pa. 








Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the international 
$. S$. Lessons —for all Depts. 


True i Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 44 x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 


only 12c. 
FREE! L pnw a for full par- 
of our f: pocket quarterlies ‘and other 
unique Sunday school lesson materials and supplies, 
all fully described in our big FREE catalog which 
includes Bibles, books, greeting cards, mottoes, 
calendars, etc. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butier, ind. 






































164 (20) 3 


Scofield 


REFERENCE 
BIBLE 


created at 
your request 


RED MOROCCO 
CONCORDANCE EDITION 


The popular Large Size Scofield 
Reference Bible (5% x 8%”) is 
now available in a handsome new 
binding as Scofield 187x Red. In 
addition to the Authorized King 
James text and the famous Sco- 
field notes and helps, each of these 
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shall want to ask Him to show us what 
is wrong. A heart right toward God and 
yielded to His control will result in a 
desire to honor Him, to be.a right ex- 
ample to others, and to be considerate 
of the rights of others to worship in 
quietness and in reverence. It will make 
us thoughtful of others and careful to 
exhibit fitting conduct in God’s house, 
and it will drive us to Him for strength 
and self-control when we find any other 
disposition making itself evident in our 
lives. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 1 to 7 


Mon.—Luke 10:38-42. Mary and Martha. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “Martha received 
him into her house. And she had a sis- 
ter called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ 
feet, and heard his word.” Both women 
loved Christ and His word: but not to 
the same degree. Martha seems to have 
enjoyed hearing Christ preach publicly: 
but Mary more than that enjoyed sitting 
at Christ’s feet at other times. Do you 
love to steal awhile away from even 
pressing duties for a quiet time with 
your Lord? Pray for the Biblical Re- 
search Society, Los Angeles. 


Tues.—John 11:1-16. 
Risking Life for Friendship. 
PraYER SuGcEsTIons: “His disciples say 
unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought 
to stone thee; and goest thou thither 
again?” Our Lord, in the days of His 
flesh, exemplified the love that risks and 
even gives up life for others. Did He 
not die for our unworthy souls? At His 
word, and because of His example, many 
have gone into the most forbidding 
places of this world for His sake and 
the Gospel’s. Do you take some risks 
for Christ? Has your witness for Him 
cost friendships and produced hardships? 
Pray for the Children’s Gospel Hour, 

Inc., Livingston, Tenn. 


Wed.—John 11:17-27. 
The Resurrection and the Life. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “I am the resur- 
rection, and. the life.” In Christ’s life 
we see “eternal life” and “resurrection” 
in manifestation. In His life we see that 
“eternal life, which was with the Father”; 
and in His resurrection we see what ris- 
ing from the dead in a spiritual body 
signified. It is a pattern of life in a 
spiritual body for all the redeemed. 
Glorious is the gift of God—eternal life! 
And this glory is summed up for us 
in that wondrous phrase: “We shall be 
like him.” Amazing prospect! What 
grace divine! Pray for the American 
Scripture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 
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Thurs.—John 11:28-37. Jesus Wept. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus wept.” Put 
these tremendous words alongside the 
words: “that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man” (John 
1:14; Heb, 2:9). That He should so love 
us passeth knowledge. Think of it! The 
very One who pronounced the death 
sentence upon fallen man in the flesh 
experienced all sorrow and pain and 
death. Astounding kindness and grace! 
Have you ever wept out your love to 
the Lover of your soul? Have you yet 
told ‘Him of your appreciation of His 
loving your soul unto death?~ Pray for 
American Prophetic League, Los An- 
geles. 
Fri.—John 11:38-44. Jesus Prayed. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “And Jesus lifted 
up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me. And I 
knew that thou hearest me always.” He 
prayed that we might pray; and lifted 
up His eyes to His father that we might 
do so, too; and He said thanks for the 
Father’s hearing Him alway, and rested 
in His love that we, too, might so con- 
fess our faith,-before prayer is answered, 
and believe to see the coming answers. 
When you pray to the Father in Christ's 
name, do you expect an answer to your 
prayers? By faith do you see the bless- 
ing that is to come? Pray for Baptist 
Mid-Missions, Cleveland. 
Sat.—John 11:45-54, 
A Miracle Misunderstood. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What do we? for 
this man doeth many miracles. If we let 
him thus alone, all men will believe on 
him: and the Romans shall come and 
take away both our place and nation.” 
Fears dominate all wicked souls. And 
their fears will be realized. The chief 
priests and the Pharisees in this coun- 
cil expressed their tormenting fears, and 
these very things were ultimately real- 
ized. The future is full of dread for 
the sinner: but it is as bright as the 
promises of God for a child of God. 
There are for them scores of “Fear nots” 
in the Word. Pray for the Gospel Mis- 
sionary Union, Kansas City, Mo. 
§un.—Luke 7:11-23. 
The Compassion of Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When the 
Lord saw her, he had compassion on 
her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
And he. . . touched the bier... 
And he said, Young man, I say unto 
thee, Arise. And he that was dead, 
sat up, and began to speak. And he 
delivered him to his mother.” Our 
Lord’s compassion was divine. Clothed 
with our nature, He expressed divine 
sympathy with, and pity for, the be- 
reaved, and more: He raised the dead, 
giving glorious reunion to the parted. 
What will be the bliss. experienced 
when Christ reunites parted believers 
at His coming? Pray for the 
“Evangelize China” Fellowship, 
Pennsburg, Pa. 
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